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The Orangutan Attack on Birkenhead.

George Francis Train - Birkenhead’s Phileas Fogg – The
First Man to go Around the World in Eighty Days.
By John Lamb
(Former Head of Geography, The Liverpool Blue Coat School, England).

George Francis Train - Birkenhead’s Phileas Fogg –
The First Man to go Around the World in Eighty
Days.
George Francis Train (1829-1904).
- CONSTRUCTED THE WORLD’S FASTEST AND LARGEST CLIPPER SHIPS- BUILT EUROPE’S FIRST TRAM SYSTEM AT BIRKENHEAD, ENGLAND - PIONEERED THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD UNITING EAST AND WEST U.S.A.-JAILED 15 TIMES-ATTEMPTED TO BROKER A PEACE DEAL IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR-ORGANISED MARSELLE FRENCH COMMUNE 1870-FIRST MAN TO EVER GO AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS-RAN FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN 1872-JAILED AS A LUNATIC IN 1873George Francis Train (1829-1904) was one of the most
complex and eccentric men in American history. He
was born on March 29th, 1829, in Boston,
Massachusetts. At the age of four he lost his parents
and three siblings due to an outbreak of Yellow Fever in
New Orleans.

George Francis Train (1829-1904)

He went back to live with his strict grandparents in Boston and at the age of fourteen he was
driving wagons for his local grocer, the long hours on the road instilled in him a work ethic
that was to remain with him for the rest of his life. While still sixteen he went to work for his
father’s cousin, Enoch Train who was in the mercantile trade and ran steam packets to
Liverpool.
By the age of nineteen, George Francis Train was supervising the construction of the world’s
largest clipper ships to transport gold prospectors from Boston to San Francisco via Cape
Horn. He writes in his memoirs.

The Flying Cloud and the Staffordshire were followed by about forty fast clippers during the
great gold-fever of '49.
I was still in my teens and consider it not an
insignificant thing to have accomplished the
initiation of this magnificent clipper service
which revolutionized sailing vessels all over
the world, and gave to America the
reputation for building the fastest ships on
the seas.
My Life in Many States and in Foreign
Lands. George Francis Train (1902).
Flying Cloud.
Just over a decade later, events in Birkenhead would deal the American merchant fleet a blow
from which it would never recover.
In 1850 Train came to Liverpool for the first time and formed his own company and
ultimately his own opinion of the city.
‘Liverpool I found to be a great port, but very much belated. It was too conservative, and the
old fogies there were quite content to keep up customs that their ancestors had followed
without trying to improve upon them, or to introduce new and better ones.
On arriving at Liverpool, we went to No. 153 Duke Street, a house then kept by Mrs.
Blodgett, whose husband saw service as consul in Spain. This house was at that time the
favorite resort of American sea captains and shipping men, and was a sort of central point
for all Americans in Liverpool.
It is here that Train caught the eye of the author Nathanial
Hawthorne who was staying in the same lodgings prior to
moving to his new home at Rock Ferry, Birkenhead. Hawthorne
wrote,
The most noticeable character at Mrs. Blodgett's now is Mr.
T———, a Yankee, who has seen the world, and gathered much
information and experience already, though still a young man,
— a handsome man, with black curly hair, a dark, intelligent,
bright face, and rather cold blue eyes, but a very pleasant air
and address….
English Notebooks Nathanial Hawthorne (1804-1864)

At the age of just 22 George Francis Train ran his business, ‘Train and Company’ out of
George Holts building, 5 Water Street. Liverpool.

Train had four ships running out of Liverpool’s Victoria
Docks and soon ran in to conflict with the Dock Board. He
began burning wood in order to offload ships at night.
When the Dock Company complained, he collectively
brought together a group of shipowners who threatened to
take trade elsewhere – the Dock Company relented.

Train and co, Liverpool c1852

Train claims in his 1902 autobiography ‘My life in Many States and Foreign Lands’ to have
invented rubbers on the end of pencils, milk bottles with spouts, fold down steps and put the
idea of perforated postage stamps to Sir Rowland Hill.
Train also claimed to have redesigned
the Crystal Palace for Sir Joseph
Paxton (the designer of Birkenhead
Park) in order to save a magnificent
elm tree from being chopped down.
"Build your palace around it," I said.
This simple device had not occurred to
them, but it saved the elm.
The Crystal Palace, London 1851.

Train was soon to leave Liverpool as he and his wife sailed off to join the Australian Gold
Rush of 1853. Despite some difficulties, Train’s persuasive and magnetic personality shone
through, he felt the best men of Liverpool had made him welcome everywhere, in all circles
of business and society.
He wrote of his subsequent travels to Australia, China, India
and the Crimea in the New York Herald and made the
acquaintance of the young 15-year-old Gordon Bennett, who
was later to become the newspaper’s proprietor.

James Gordon Bennett (1841-1918)

Train also struck up a friendship with Abraham Lincoln’s future Secretary of State William
Seward.

Mr. Seward, afterward Secretary of State, was in Paris in
'56-'57, and I showed him as much of Paris as I dared.
There were certain places to which I did not feel
authorized to take him, but I managed to make him see a
great deal of Paris that would have been sealed to him
had he undertaken to go about this microcosmic city
without a guide.
George Francis Train’s friendship with both Gordon
Bennett and William Seward will not be lost on Jules
Verne and all three will go on to play ‘starring roles’ in
our adventures.
William Seward (1801-72)
Train arrived back in Liverpool in 1857 to witness the birth of the greatest technological
achievement of the 19th century, one that was mainly financed, developed, and manufactured
in Birkenhead.

I was in Liverpool at the time the
Niagara arrived there for the purpose
of laying the Atlantic cable, and
suggested giving a banquet to Captain
Hudson and Commander Pennock,
who was my cousin, and to the other
officers, at Lynn's Waterloo Hotel. This
old landmark, the resort of American
ship-captains for many years, was torn
down long ago.
USS Niagara laying the 1858
Transatlantic Cable.

By 1858 George Francis Train had decided to embark on his next great adventure: to construct
a street railway system, similar to those in Philadelphia and New York. Throughout 1858 and
1859 Train worked hard to raise funds for his venture and gain the cooperation of any forwardlooking town.
.
My first efforts in introducing street-railways in England were made in Liverpool. I chose this
city because I had been long associated with it and because, as it was the leading seaport of
the world, I had a false idea that it was progressive.

Train found the leading men of Liverpool just as narrow and ‘behind the times’ as they had
been eight years earlier, he felt that they harboured a grudge due to his previous conflict with
the Dock Board and would not consider the proposition at all. Like many before him he looked
across the river.
.
Finally, it occurred to me that the man I wanted was John
Laird, the progressive and energetic ship-builder, the man
who afterward built the Alabama and other Confederate
craft, and who was at the time chairman of the
Commissioners of Birkenhead, just across the Mersey
opposite Liverpool. Surely, thought I, here is a man with
enterprise enough to appreciate this thing, which means so
much for the working people and all businessmen. So, I went
to Mr. Laird, and after a long conference with him, I made a
formal request to the Commissioners for permission to
construct a surface railway, or "tramway," as it is called in
England.

John Laird (1805 -74)

Train’s proposition to lay a track just over one
mile long from Woodside ferry terminal to
Birkenhead Park was accepted by John Laird.
Train offered to lay the road at his own
expense, to pave a certain proportion of the
streets through which the line passed, and to
charge fares lower than those then charged by
the omnibuses.
The opening of Europe’s first tram line,
30th August 1860. George Francis Train is
standing top left.
If the line did not satisfy the town authorities, he was to remove it at his own expense and to
place all the streets affected in as good order as when the road was begun.
The first street tramway in Europe opened on the 30th August 1860, from the start it was a
great success and revolutionised the development of towns in Britain and Europe, for it gave
birth to those areas we now know as the ‘suburbs’.
I invited to Birkenhead most of the leading journalists and writers of London, having in view,
of course, an intended invasion of the great metropolis. While these men were together, I
suggested the organization of a literary club, and this suggestion was the germ from which
grew the Savage Club of London.
Train was also a member of the ‘Thirteen Club’ which may also have been an inspiration for
the Reform Club setting in the first chapter of Around the World in Eighty Days (1873).

By 1862 the American Civil War was laying waste to large
parts of his country, Train (who now referred to himself as
‘Citizen Train’) was a passionate defender of the north and
the Union. He felt that the English Upper Classes, were
mistaken in supporting the Confederacy.
In England he toured public halls speaking in favour of the
Union and attacked the Liverpool men who were trading on
the war by sending blockade runner ships carrying goods
into southern ports.

George Francis Train Promotional Poster c1862.

Train also believed that southern leaders were in complete ignorance of the power and
resources of the North and their forlorn hope that the great military reputation of southern
soldiers would prevail over all else.
In more than one case his passion for the northern cause got the best of him:
In August, '62, I observed that a vessel called the ‘Mavrockadatis’ was acting suspiciously and
came to the conclusion that she was a blockade runner. I believed that she was loaded with
supplies for the Confederates, and that as soon as she was clear at sea she would make for a
Southern port or for some rendezvous with a Confederate ship. I determined to frustrate this
design, and took passage on her for St. John's, Newfoundland, which I supposed was only her
ostensible destination. Of course, I registered under an assumed name, taking the name
"Oliver" for the occasion.
As it turned out, I was wrong. The vessel kept on her course as represented, and we arrived at
St. John's, Newfoundland, instead of at a Southern port. This broke up my program.

Train travelled south to the United States and
was convinced that he could negotiate an early
end to the American Civil War, mainly
because his wife was related to the
Confederate States President, Jefferson
Davies.

Jefferson Davis (1808-89) and Varina Davis
(1826 -1906)

George Francis Train, then makes an incredible claim in his
memoirs - that he was part of a secret pact with someone whose
name is synonymous with Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island.
I had intended, immediately upon reaching a Southern port, to go
direct to Richmond and see if anything could be done to end the
war. As I may not have occasion again to refer to this plan, which
I had had in mind for some time, I shall speak of it here. I had
arranged with the President and with Mr. Seward to go to
Richmond to see what could be done.
Abraham Lincoln (1809-65)
"If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?"
Stanton heard of our plans, and sent Montgomery Blair to negotiate with the Southern leaders,
with what result is too well known.

Later in Washington, Train did indeed meet with Abraham Lincoln.
I was in Washington after this debate, which occurred in September, '62, and was warmly
received by the President and members of his cabinet. I had heard very much, of course,
about the freedom of speech of Mr. Lincoln, and was not, therefore, astonished to hear him
relate several characteristic anecdotes…. Mr. Seward invited me to a dinner at his residence.

Abraham Lincoln had a reputation as having a quirky sense of humour and telling ‘anecdotes’
– many of them quite risqué.
Many historians see Abraham Lincoln as the Greatest
ever President of the United States and yet Lincoln
himself was quite happy to indulge in large amounts of
self-mockery.
The irresistible personality of George Francis Train
certainly seems to have struck a chord with the author
Nathanial Hawthorne, President Abraham Lincoln, and
his Secretary of State William Seward.
Lincoln and Seward’s love of a good story and Lincoln’s
sense of humour may help assuage the bad taste that will
follow at both their expense in our fifth book.
“Abe” Lincoln’s Yarns and Stories.

Nevertheless, Colonel Alexander K. McClure, an advisor and friend to President Lincoln,
would go on to say this about historical events emanating from Birkenhead in 1863.

During the early stages of the Civil War, when France and England were seeking an excuse
to interfere and help the southern Confederacy, Mr. Seward wrote a letter to our minister in
London, Charles Francis Adams, instructing him concerning the attitude of the Federal
Government on the question of interference, which would undoubtedly have brought about a
war with England if Abraham Lincoln had not corrected and amended the letter. He did this
too without yielding a point or sacrificing in any way his own dignity or that of the country.
“Abe” Lincoln’s Yarns and Stories. A.K. McClure

In 1868 George Francis Train, was arrested while aboard the RMS Scotia and was held in a
Dublin prison, he was charged with possession of inflammatory material in support of Irish
Independence. The Scotia was under the Captaincy of Charles Judkins of the Royal Mersey
Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead.
In the opening chapters of ‘Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea’ (1869) the ‘Scotia’ is rammed by
Captain Nemo’s Nautilus, the delay to her progress
causing ‘great uneasiness in Liverpool’.

Engineers Visit the Scotia at Liverpool. Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869) by Jules
Verne.

Eventually the Scotia, the largest
ship afloat after the Great Eastern
would be converted to lay
telegraphic cables by John Laird’s
shipyard of Birkenhead.
The CS Scotia as a cable layer

Both the Scotia and its Captain, Charles Judkins will have further important roles to play in
our adventure.

George Francis Train was also a passionate believer in
Women’s suffrage, and between 1868 and 1872 he
helped to bankroll a new newspaper called the
Revolution in support of Women’s rights activists Susan
B Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, its motto was;
Principle, not policy; Justice, not favors: Men, their
rights and nothing more; Women, their rights and
nothing less.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton Promotional Badge.

Train also helped finance the Union Pacific Railroad via his
new firm called ‘Credit Mobilier of America’ – the firm
was later embroiled in one of the greatest financial scandals
in American history.
Nevertheless, the uniting of the American east and west
coast by railroad was a great triumph for George Francis
Train, it also meant that in theory it would now be possible
to travel around the world in eighty days!

Opening of the Union Pacific Railroad. May 10th 1869.

The desire for travel
possessed me mightily
in '69, just after the
golden spike was
driven
at
the
completion of the
Union Pacific Railway,
by which California
and New York were
made
nearer
one
another by many days
of travel.

East and West Shaking Hands – Promontary Summit,
May 10th 1869.

Train travelled in the opposite direction to his fictional counterpart of Phileas Fogg, sailing
from San Francisco to Yokohama - Japan, Saigon, and straight on to Marseille. While in
Marseille in October 1870, George Francis Train, was caught up in the revolutionary fervour
of the Paris Commune where he was hailed as the ‘liberator’.
My participation in the Commune in France, in the year '70, was the result of chance. I arrived
at Marseilles at a very critical time in the history of that city. It was the hour when the
Commune, or, as it was styled there by many, the "Red Republic," was born. I was on a tour of
the world, the voyage in which I eclipsed all former feats of travel, and circled the globe in
eighty days. This served Jules Verne, two years later, as the groundwork for his famous
romance Around the World in Eighty Days.
When the revolutionary committee hailed me as "liberator," I thought they had mistaken me
for someone else, and asked the leaders if they had not done so. "No," they said; "we have
heard of you and want you to join the revolution."
He addressed a vast crowd at the Marseilles Opera House;

….From the moment I entered the operahouse, packed with excited people from the
stage to the topmost boxes, I was possessed
by the French revolutionary spirit. The fire
and enthusiasm of the people swept me from
my feet.

The Paris Commune 1870.

When the shouting ceased, I told the people that I was in Marseilles on a trip around the
world, but as they had called upon me to take part in their movement, I should be glad to
repay, in my own behalf, a small portion of the enormous debt of gratitude that my country
owed to France for Lafayette, Rochambeau, and de Grasse. I repeated a part of the
"Marseillaise," which always stirs Frenchmen to the depths …
… I also urged that France should not yield an inch of her territory to the rapacious Prussians.
The excitement of the hour carried everything before it, and the crowd outside, numbering at
least 20,000, finally was joined by the 6,000 inside, and the whole mass, making a grand and
noisy procession, escorted me to my hotel where I had taken the entire front suite of
apartments.

I was thenceforth a "Communist," a member of their "Red Republic." I felt this, as soon as I
joined that cheering and ecstatic mob—for it really was a mob then, and mobs have been the
germs of all great national movements in France.
George Francis Train then set about organising the revolutionary Commune in Marseille.
We at once organized military headquarters and prepared to take possession of the city. The
next day we marched to the military fortifications with a great mass of men. General Cluseret
and I were arm in arm as we entered the gates…we filed into the fortifications and took
possession in the name of the Commune—the "Red Republic."
However, 24 hours can be a long time in the story of a revolution.
The next morning I saw from my window an army marching down the street. I thought it was
our army, and went out on the balcony and began shouting "Vive la République!" and "Vive
la Commune!" with the people in the street; but there was an ominous silence in the ranks of
the troops.
The troops came to a halt directly in front of the hotel, and I saw that the officers were
regarding with anger the flag of the Commune that floated from the balcony. Orders were
given, and five men, a firing squad, stepped from the ranks and knelt, with their rifles in
hand, ready to fire. I knew that it was their purpose to shoot me.
In November 1870 Train was arrested by French soldiers and
was thrown into the Lyons Bastille for inciting revolution. The
United States Government tried to intervene and eventually
Train was released with the help of Alexandre Dumas, one of
the closest friends of the author Jules Verne. Train later
continued to Liverpool and then sailed for New York.
A

Alexander Dumas – the Rescuer of ‘Phileas Fogg’.

After he sailed from Liverpool, Train was greeted by rapturous
crowds gathering on the quaysides of New York. They had
gathered to welcome a man who had achieved something that no
one had ever done before.
George Francis Train had just become the first person to complete
a trip around the world in eighty days.
Le Veritable Phileas Fogg

In 1872 Train tried and failed to
become President of the United States,
afterwards he became a relative recluse.

George Francis Train for President.

In 1873 Train was arrested again and declared a
lunatic, he narrowly escaped being taken to an
asylum. He became a vegetarian and instead of
shaking hands with people he began to shake
hands with himself. He spent his final days in a
small hotel in New York, relaxing on park
benches in Madison Square and refusing to talk to
anyone but children and animals. With his
incredible memories, he dictated his memoirs in
1902.

The Sage of Madison Square.

George Francis Train died on 5th January 1904 in New
York and was buried in a small private ceremony at
Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn.

George Francis Train Dictates his Memoirs My Life
in Many States and Foreign Lands (1902)
The final paragraphs of his George Francis Train’s memoirs give the most fitting epitaph.

One of these voyages, the one in which I " put a girdle round the earth " in eighty days, has
the honor of having given the suggestion for one of the most interesting romances in
literature. This, at least, is something.
But I give this brief account of my voyages, at the end of my autobiography, chiefly because I
regard them as somewhat typical of my life. I have lived fast. I have ever been an advocate of
speed. I was born into a slow world, and I wished to oil the wheels and gear, so that the
machine would spin faster and, withal, to better purposes.
I suggested larger and fleeter ships, to shorten travel on the ocean. I built street-railways, so
that the workers of the world might save a few minutes from their days of pitiless toil, and so
might have a little leisure for enjoyment and self-improvement.
I built great railway lines — the Atlantic and Great Western, and the Union Pacific — that
the continent might be traversed by men and commerce more rapidly, and its waste places
made to blossom like the rose. I wished to add a stimulus, a spur, a goad — if necessary —
that the slow, old world might go on more swiftly, " and fetch the age of gold,' with more
leisure, more culture, more happiness. And so I put faster ships on the oceans, and faster
means of travel on land.
My own rapid tours of the world are, therefore, typical of my life. Thus an account of them
seems to round it off fitly with a "Bon voyage" to everyone.
My Life in Many States and Foreign Lands George Francis Train (1902)

The eccentric life of George Francis Train must have fascinated Jules Verne; indeed, it seems
that his character Phileas Fogg and the novel Around the World in Eighty Days may have
only been penned simply because one wildly eccentric man came to a small town opposite
Liverpool.

Typically flamboyant George Francis Train.
Just released from a ‘British
Bastille’
Don’t drink, Don’t chew, Don’t smoke, Don’t swear, Don’t gamble, Don’t lie, Don’t cheat,
Don’t steal, love God. But don’t love God so much that you have no time to love your fellow
men. Live truth, live virtue and be happy. Sincerely George Francis Train.

There may also be another layer of narrative to our story. The story of Around the World in
Eighty Days (1873) is sandwiched between two other novels which have their origins in
Birkenhead. These are Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869) and The Mysterious
Island (1874).

So, let us have a look at all the possible links with Birkenhead that Verne may have inserted
in his Around the World in Eighty Days.

INTERLUDE
Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty Days…

Phileas Fogg

… and The Links with Birkenhead

Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty Days… and
the Links with Birkenhead.
The earth has shrunk because it can be covered ten times as quickly now as a hundred years
ago … you can now go round it in three months …’
‘Eighty days,’ interjected Fogg.
‘Yes indeed, good sirs,’ confirmed Sullivan.
‘Eighty days, now they’ve opened the section of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway from
Rothal to Allahabad. This is the calculation done by the Morning Chronicle:

London to Suez via the Mont Cenis Tunnel and Brindisi by railway and steamship …. 7 days.
Suez to Bombay, by steamship ……………………………………………………………….13 days.
Bombay to Calcutta, by railway ………………………………………………….………….. 3 days.
Calcutta to Hong Kong (China), by steamship …………………………………….………13 days.
Hong Kong to Yokohama, by steamship ……………………………………………..……… 6 days.
Yokohama to San Fransisco, by steamship ………………………………………….…….. 22 days.
San Fransisco to New York, by railroad …………………………………………..….…….. 7 days.
New York to London, by steamship and railway …………………………………………… 9 days.
Total ………………………………………………………………………………...…80 days.

‘Possibly 80 days!’ exclaimed Stuart, trumping a winner in his excitement. ‘But not allowing
for unfavourable weather, headwinds, shipwrecks, derailments, etc’

Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne (1873)

The desire for travel possessed me mightily in '69, just after the golden spike was driven at the
completion of the Union Pacific Railway, by which California and New York were made nearer
one another by many days of travel.
The circumference of the globe had been shrunken. I wanted, naturally, to be the first man to
utilize the great advantage thus given to travel by making the quickest trip around the world.
After closing my lecture tour on the Pacific coast in the spring and summer of '70, I prepared
for such a trip, carefully calculating that it could be made within eighty days, even with the
inevitable losses due to bad connections at different ports.
My Life in Many States and in Foreign Lands. George Francis Train (1902).

This question of the Journey Round the World was commented on, discussed and analysed
with as much passion and ardour as a new Alabama Claim.
Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne (1873)

The Alabama Claim refers to compensation paid by Great Britain to the United States for the
damage caused by the Birkenhead built CSS Alabama and other Confederate warships built
in Britain during the American Civil War.

But the train had not got past Sydenham, before Passeparout produced a real cry of despair!
‘What’s the matter? Asked Mr Fogg.
‘The matter …in my hurry … thinking about other things … I forgot…’
‘what?’
‘… to turn off the gas in my bedroom!’
‘Well, my boy,’ said Mr Fogg coldly ‘it’s burning at your expense’
A

Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne (1873)

As the train passed over the housetops, Jacques glanced for the last time at the Thames and
at St Pauls Cathedral. He caught sight of the magical Crystal Palace at Sydenham.
Jules Verne Backwards to Britain (supposedly written in 1859 released in 1989).

Sydenham is the home of the relocated Crystal Palace built for the 1851 Great Exhibition.
Joseph Paxton (the designer of the world’s first public park at Birkenhead) designed the
Crystal Palace. The grounds at Sydenham still contain the world’s first sculptures of
dinosaurs including the famous Storeton, Birkenhead dinosaur.
The sequence of the Sydenham
dinosaurs will feature in Jules
Verne’s epic novel Journey to the
Centre of the Earth (1864).

Sir Joseph Paxton’s Crystal Palace
at Sydenham c1860.
Sydenham and the CSS Alabama will also return together in the most bizarre manner.

Phileas Fogg reaches San Francisco, and this passage from Around the World in Eighty Days
(1873) does seem to bear an intentional resemblance to the ‘Birkenhead in metaphor’
described by Verne in his later 1895 novel The Floating Island.
Here is Verne’s description of San Francisco in Around the World in Eighty Days.
The tall tower of the Town Hall, where look out men kept watch, dominated this collection of
streets and avenues cutting each other at right angles, with green squares spreading out…..
Certain streets had splendid shops, displaying goods from the whole world. Prominent
amongst them was Montgomery Street, the local Regent Street, Boulevard des Italiens, or
Broadway.
Passepartout thought he had never left England, when he reached the International Hotel.
The ground floor of the hotel was occupied by an immense ‘bar’, a sort of buffet freely open
to passers by. Cured meats, oyster soup, biscuits and Cheshire Cheese were provided…..

Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne (1873)

And here is Verne’s later description of ‘Birkenhead in metaphor’ from his novel the
Floating Island (1895).

The city was built on a regular plan. The avenues and roads, provided with verandahs above
the footways, crossed each other at right angles, forming a sort of chessboard.
So, it was with the squares at the intersection of the chief arteries of the city, carpeted with
lawns of freshness quite English.
Calistus Munbar said, “Here we are in Third Avenue, and there are thirty in the town. This is
the most business one, it is our Broadway, our Regent Street, our Boulevard des Italiens. In
the stores and bazaars, you find the superfluous and the necessary, all that can be asked for
by the requirements of the modern comfort….
…. the Excelsior Hotel where their first breakfast awaits them.
The Floating Island by Jules Verne (1895)

…. There is also a commotion in Montgomery Street, San Francisco,

‘It’s obviously a political meeting,’ said Fix, ‘and the subject must be a very important one. I
wouldn’t be surprised if they weren’t still discussing the Alabama Claim, although it’s been
settled.’ ‘Possibly,’ was all that Mr Fogg said.
Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne (1873)

‘Cheshire Cheese’ does seem to be a recurring ‘codeword’ as it is used twice in Around the
World in Eighty Days and three times in Jules Verne’s novel Backwards to Britain (1859).
The public house in Wallasey known as the Cheshire Cheese Inn will be used to prominent
effect in our fifth novel.

In Around the World in Eighty Days, the corrupt inspector Fix takes Passepartout to a Hong
Kong opium den and plies him with a narcotic to make him late for the next day’s sailing.
Similarly, in his memoirs George Francis Train makes the following confession.

I am ashamed to confess how I began this career, which made me a shipper of cargoes to the
other end of the earth. But as I was too ignorant at the time to know much better, or, indeed,
to give any thought at all to the matter, I shall, in the interest of truth, make a full confession.
I became a smuggler of opium into China!... That was in '46-'47.
My Life in Many States and in Foreign Lands. George Francis Train (1902).

and finally ….

In Around the World in Eighty Days (1873) Phileas Fogg eventually marries the Indian
Princess Aouda – the widow of the Rajah of Bundlekund.
In Mysterious Island (1874) Captain Nemo is the Prince Dakkar, son of the Rajah of
Bundlekund – so Phileas Fogg and Captain Nemo are related through marriage!

The comparative rarity of an interracial marriage in a Victorian novel and at the ‘Height of
Empire’ will also be repeated in our fifth novel.

So, Phileas Fogg had won his bet. He had completed the journey round the world in 80 days.
To do so, he had used every means of transport: steamship, train, carriage, yacht, cargo
vessel, sled and elephant. In all this the eccentric gentleman had displayed his marvelous
qualities of composure and precision. But what was the point? What had he got out of his
journey?
Nothing comes the reply? Nothing, agreed, were it not for a lovely wife – however unlikely it
may seem – made him the happiest of men!
In truth, wouldn’t anyone go round the world for less?

THE END
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