
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

Abraham Lincoln operated his largest spy network in Liverpool and 

Birkenhead during the American Civil War. 

 

 

The spies of Abraham Lincoln had one main aim - to stop the 

Confederate secret agent James Dunwoody Bulloch from 

commissioning warships for the Confederate States Navy. 

 

They did not always succeed. 

 

One author seems to have been appointed as both historian and 

‘Writer in Residence’ in Birkenhead during the American Civil War 

and eventually given access to information from both sides. 

 

The author’s name was Jules Verne. 

 

The real-life events that Jules Verne witnessed in Birkenhead would 

inspire some of the most famous novels in world literature, including  

 

 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea. 

 

 

 

This is the story of those real-life events. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                   -Jules Verne’s Lincoln Island-  

 

Jules Verne 

and the Heroes of Birkenhead. 

 

Part 18 

Abraham Lincoln threatens War with Great 

Britain Over Events in Birkenhead. 

 

Abraham Lincoln 1809 -1865 

 
 

   

     

-Lincoln Island- 

 

 

 

 

          

 



                  A brief background to the American Civil War (1861-65) 

 

In the American Revolution of July 1776, thirteen American States declared their 

independence from Britain, these are represented by the thirteen stripes on the American flag. 

As extra states joined the ‘United States’ an extra star was added to the ‘Stars and Stripes’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up until Lincoln’s time there was a rough balance between ‘slave holding’ states joining the 

Union (mainly in the south) and ‘free’ states joining (mainly in the north). In 1860 Abraham 

Lincoln pledged that any of the new territories joining the United States would be made ‘free’ 

states, Lincoln’s Secretary of State William Seward was a devout abolitionist and wanted to 

abolish slavery altogether.  

In fear of the threat to their ‘slave property’ and also citing punitive taxation, seven ‘slave 

states’ in the south decided to break away (secede) from the Union. They formed the 

Confederate States of America, four other states later joined them to give a total of eleven 

breakaway states.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

By the time Abraham Lincoln became 

President of the United States in March 

1861, the Union had grown to 33 states. 

Most of the mid-west had not joined the 

Union and instead were termed as separate 

‘territories.                                                                              

The United States Flag with its 33 stars as 

depicted in March 1861. 

 

 

 

The Confederate States elected their own President – 

Jefferson Davis (left) and set up their own capital city 

at Richmond Virginia (below) – just 97 miles south of 

Washington.   

 

 

Jefferson Davis (1808-89) and his inauguration at 

Richmond Virginia on 18th February 1862. 

                     

 



The Lincoln administration and most of the northern population failed to recognize the 

democratic legitimacy of ‘secession’. The southern population argued that they had as much 

right to break away from the Union as had the United States when it had broken away from 

Great Britain 84 years earlier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is said that the first gun to open fire in the American Civil War was a 16 pounder ‘Blakely’ 

cannon fired from Point Battery on Morris Island on April 12th, 1861. Designed by Captain 

Theophilus Alexander Blakely and made by Fawcett and Preston of Liverpool. It is debatable 

whether the Liverpool cannon fired the first shot, but it was certainly the most advanced and 

accurate cannon used in the siege.  

 

 Engraved upon the cannon was a plaque with the following inscription.  

‘Presented to the sovereign state of South Carolina by one of her citizens residing abroad 

in commemoration of the 20th December 1860’  

20th December 1860 was the date that South Carolina had broken away from the Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event that triggered full scale Civil 

War came at Fort Sumter, Charleston 

Harbour on April 12th, 1862.  

The Confederates claimed the island 

fort as their own and opened fire on the 

Unionist garrison from several 

localities on the mainland.  

After a few days the Unionist troops 

surrendered.  

The Bombardment of Fort Sumter.  

The cannon had been donated by 

Charles Kuhn Prioleau – an 

exiled South Carolina Merchant 

in Liverpool who later helped 

‘bankroll’ the Confederacy.  

The cannon’s celebrity was such 

that it featured in the 18th May 

1861 edition of Harpers Weekly.                                                                 

                                                             

The Blakely Cannon with the 

‘Prioleau Plaque’. Harpers 

Weekly 18th May 1861. 

 

 



Prioleau’s cannon was later seized by Unionist forces and kept in storage with other ‘prizes’ 

after the American Civil War.  A copy was made of the original plaque, which has long since 

been lost.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having been forged in Liverpool, the cannon originated from what Jules Verne would call his 

‘iron coast’ – the most sinister Liverpool part of his Mysterious Island.  

 

On April 22, 1896, both American Houses of 

Congress passed a bill to gift the Prioleau cannon to 

the town of Galena, Illinois. The bill was personally 

signed by United States President Grover Cleveland.  

Today, in Grant Park, Galena, Illinois, the oval 

pattern of pitting on the Blakely Cannon still betrays 

the positioning of Prioleau’s original brass plaque.  

The first cannon to fire a shot in the American 

Civil War?                Grant Park Galena, Illinois.  

 

 
The copy of Prioleau’s plaque.  

Galena, Illinois, is the hometown of General Ulysses S 

Grant, the greatest Unionist General of the American Civil 

War and President of the United States from 1869 to 1877.   

It is very fitting that the Prioleau cannon now lies in the 

shadow of another of our ‘Heroes of Birkenhead’. 

                                                                                                                                      

 

‘Our Citizen’ Ulysses S Grant statue, Grant Park, 

Galena, Illinois.  

 

 

 

 Charles Kuhn Prioleau (1827-1887) 



There is final postscript to the story of Charles Kuhn Prioleau. In 1864 Prioleau bought the 

luxury steam Yacht Ceres for £5,500.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is pertinent to our story is the title of the painting - The Auxilliary Schooner Ceres of 

the Royal Mersey Yacht Club in Norwegian Waters by Samuel Walters (British, 1811-1882).                                                                                             

It is not surprising that a member of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead 

had a connection with the opening shots of the American Civil War. Their membership had 

close ties with both sides in the conflict and it is therefore equally not surprising that they will 

later become a focus for reconciliation. Christies did some further research into the picture.   

Gore’s Liverpool Directories, reveal the owner as living in Allerton Hall, with a town house 

at Abercrombie Square, Liverpool.  

Described as a principal with Frazer & Trenholm, (the foreign bankers for the Southern 

Confederacy), this instantly explains the owners personal flag displayed at the yachts 

foremast.  

Confirmation emerged from the Trenholm archives now preserved in the Merseyside 

Maritime Museum, the majority being copy letters personally written and retained by Charles 

K Prioleau for record purposes, stating that he is purchasing the Ceres for 5,500gbp.  

It is in a much warmer personal vein, that he writes to his compatriot Mr J.T. Welshman on 

August 3rd, 1864. “My dear friend, I have to acknowledge receipt of your two esteemed 

letters 20th May and 4th July.  

There was another received, the loss of which has caused me to let some time elapse before 

writing as I have done. I went for a little holiday in June to Norway in a yacht.  

                                                                                 Christies Auctioneer Website (2004)  

                                                                                                                                                        

In one final twist, the author Steven Roberts (2012) writes that in the summer of 1865 

Charles Kuhn Prioleau sold the Ceres to ……. Captain Theophilus Alexander Blakely. 

 

 In February 2004 a painting of the 

Ceres by the renowned maritime artist 

Samuel Walters came up for sale at 

Christies of London. It eventually sold 

for more than £47,000. 

 

 

The Ceres. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

By the end of 1861 both the 

Unionist and Confederate sides 

had mobilised forces and 

nearly a million armed men 

confronted each other along a 

1200 mile battle front 

stretching from Virginia in the 

east to Missouri in the west.  

                                                                 

                                                         

Battle lines are drawn.  
 

The south had virtually no shipyards or navy of its 

own, furthermore its economy was based on 

agriculture rather than industry.  

The Confederate States would have to look to any 

means possible to try to break the Union blockade 

and as it turned out their initial plan would go on to 

change the history of naval warfare.   

 

The northern Press lampooned President 

Jefferson Davis and the Confederate Navy (c1861).  
 

In order to prevent supplies being 

shipped to the southern states from 

Europe, General Winfield Scott set 

up what became known as the 

‘Anaconda Plan’ - a naval blockade 

of the southern states along a 

3,500-mile length of coastline.  

 

                                                                                            

 

The Anaconda Plan  

  



                                      The birth of the CSS Virginia.  

 

Following the outbreak of the American Civil War in April 1861, the United States Navy 

realized that one of its largest facilities, the Norfolk Navy Yard in Virginia would be caught 

behind enemy lines and fall to the rebel Confederates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shipyard was soon overrun by the soldiers of the Confederacy and an immediate 

inspection made of the Merrimack’s hull and engines found her to be in near perfect order.  

Under the orders of Stephen Mallory, the new Secretary of State for the Confederate Navy, 

the Merrimack was raised from the bottom waters of the Gosport Navy Yard and within six 

weeks of her being sunk she was taken to a dry dock for a refit.   

Commissioned as the CSS Virginia on 17th February 1862, the new warship looked radically 

different from the old wooden hulled Merrimack…  

 

 

One of the ships in the harbour was the 

USS Merrimack which had served as 

flagship of the Pacific Squadron for three 

years before arriving at Norfolk in 1860. 

Merrimack’s escape was blocked as the 

Confederates had sunk two ships in the 

narrow approach channel to the Navy 

Yard.  

                                                           

USS Merrimack (1855).  

 

On the 19th April 1861, the United 

States Navy decided to burn 

the Merrimack in order that she 

could not fall into Confederate 

hands. 

 

 

                                                                

The Burning of the Merrimack.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Nemo’s Birkenhead built submarine the Nautilus would use the same methods to ram 

enemy ships below the waterline. Jules Verne would refer to ‘triremes’ in his novel Twenty 

Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869) and therefore provide perhaps his most audacious 

link back to Birkenhead.  

The Confederate Government in Richmond Virginia believed that their new ironclad warship 

would easily break through the blockading wooden ships of the United States Navy. On 

March 8th, 1862, the CSS Virginia, steamed out of the Norfolk Naval Yard to meet the 

blockading Union fleet at Hampton Roads, the immediate impact was devastating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CSS Virginia had been 

rebuilt as a futuristic iron clad 

monitor with two-inch armour 

plating at an angle of 36 degrees 

to deflect enemy shells.  

She also had a formidable array 

of cannon on board. 

                                                                       

The CSS Virginia – the 

inspiration for Captain Nemo’s 

Nautilus? 

The CSS Virginia was in many ways an 

anachronism in that she possessed a 

formidable iron ram on her bow to destroy 

wooden hulled ships.   

This tactic was first used by the ancient 

Greeks who attached bronze rams to their 

‘triremes’ (triple decker) warships.  

The replica Greek trireme Olympias with 

its bronze ram.  
 

The CSS Virginia caused havoc on 

the blockading fleet, first shelling, 

ramming and sinking the USS 

Cumberland with great loss of life 

on board.  

 

 

                                                       

The Sinking of the Cumberland. 

March 8th 1862.  

 
 



The bizarre-looking CSS Virginia was now causing panic amongst the blockading ships, the 

Captain of the USS Congress ordered his frigate into shallow water where she soon ran 

aground, she too succumbed to the fire power and invincible armour of the ‘Ironclad 

Monster’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Burning of the USS Congress on March 8th 1862.  

 

The CSS Virginia returned to port later that evening, confident of returning the next day to 

finish off the remainder of the blockading fleet. That confidence could have not been more 

misplaced as the following day there followed perhaps the most surreal battle of the 

American Civil War.  

 

 

The north had been working on its own ironclad called the USS Monitor and although not 

quite completed, she had been towed all the way from New York to tackle the ‘Confederate 

Monster’ which was now seen as a potential threat to Washington D.C. itself. The USS 

Monitor almost sank twice while under tow, nevertheless she arrived at Hampton Roads in 

the early morning of 9th March 1862 guided by the still glowing firelights of the USS 

Cumberland and Congress.  

 

On March 9th, 1862, the world's first battle between ironclad ships took place. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Battle of Hampton Roads 9th March 1862.  

 

 

 



The smaller nimbler USS Monitor outmanoeuvred the larger slower CSS Virginia but neither 

ship could severely damage the other, despite numerous shells being fired at virtually point-

blank range.  The conflict ended in stale mate.  The battle of the ironclads would nevertheless 

revolutionise warfare at sea and render wooden warships obsolete.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The USS Monitor fared little better. On December 31st, 1862, she was swamped by waves 

while under tow off Cape Hatteras and sank with the loss of sixteen men. The fate of both 

craft illustrated that these were not real ocean-going ships but more suited to shallow coastal 

waters.    

 

The Confederate Navy had already ordered two fully ocean-going ‘ironclad rams’ from 

Laird’s shipyard of Birkenhead – no Union ship, wood or iron, would be able to match them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Laird Iron-clad rams started to cause panic in the north, and rightly so, their mission was 

quite simple… the naval bombardment of the New York Naval Yard and then of New York 

City itself.  

 

On May 10th, 1862, Union troops 

advanced on the Norfolk Naval Yard.   

 

The CSS Virginia and her heavy armour 

were judged not seaworthy enough to 

enter the Atlantic and so on the 11th May 

1862 the Confederate Navy reluctantly 

blew her up off Craney Island.                                                                       

 

 

The End of the CSS Virginia.  
 

 

 

By May 1863, the month 

of General Lee’s famous 

victory at Chancellorsville 

the ‘Laird Rams’ were 

well under construction in 

Birkenhead and by 

October 1863 they had 

been completed.  

 

 

Panic in the New York 

Press.  



                                   The ‘Laird Rams’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April 1861 at the outbreak of the American Civil War Bulloch immediately offered his 

services and experience to the Confederate Navy as a secret agent.  

 

Bulloch initially ‘ran the blockade’ on the SS Fingal from Liverpool to Savannah and 

brought in valuable armaments to the Confederacy. He is thought to be the model for Rhett 

Butler in Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind and is mentioned in the 1936 novel. 

To escape detection from Unionist spies, Bulloch sailed from Montreal, Canada, and arrived 

in Liverpool on the 3rd of June 1861, his ship approached the port on the same tide as the 

Great Eastern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The company was in fact a branch of John Fraser and Company who were based in 

Charleston, South Carolina and would supply Bulloch with funds for warships.  

 

The new ironclad ships were the brainchild of 

Confederate spy James Dunwoody Bulloch, 

formerly of Bulloch Hall, Georgia.  

Bulloch had served a total of 15 years in the 

United States Navy, and in 1854 he moved to New 

York to join a private shipping company. 

 

 

The Confederate spy in Liverpool.                     

James Dunwoody Bulloch (1823-1901). 

 

 

 

Bulloch swiftly began building a network of contacts 

both around Liverpool and further afield, his primary 

contact in Liverpool was Charles Kuhn Prioleau of the 

finance company Fraser, Trenholm and Company 

based near Princes Dock.  

 

 

Fraser, Trenholm and Company. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By July 1862, two of Bulloch’s newly built commerce raiders had already escaped from the 

River Mersey to wreak havoc on the United States merchant fleet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

The 1819 ‘Foreign Enlistment Act’ stated it was illegal to sell a warship to commit acts 

against a nation with which Britain was at peace, so Bulloch recruited the Liverpool lawyer 

F.S. Hull who took a personal delight in exploiting loopholes in the legislation.   

The second Bulloch ship, the Birkenhead built 

CSS Alabama, was a notorious Confederate 

commerce raider that would go on to burn 52 

Unionist merchant ships between 1862-64 and 

severely strain relations between Great Britain 

and the United States.  

 

                                                                                  

The CSS Alabama sinks the whaler Virginia. 

 

 

The CSS Alabama burns the Whaler 

Virginia – 17th September 1862.  

 

Bulloch was swiftly followed to Liverpool by a whole posse of 

northern spies and a game of ‘cat and mouse’ ensued.  

Bulloch often resided in safe houses provided by the Reverend 

Francis Tremlett of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, 

Birkenhead, and communicated with other agents using secret 

codes. 

 

 

                            Francis William Tremlett (1821-1913) 
 

The CSS Florida was built at William 

C Millers shipyard in Toxteth, 

Liverpool and launched in March 1862. 

In eighteen months, she sank 19 United 

States merchant ships. 

 

 

The CSS Florida.  

 



Hull maintained that if a ship was not armed then it was simply not a warship. Armaments 

could be simply placed on the vessel outside British Territorial waters.  

Bulloch’s two new ships were to be the natural successors to the CSS Alabama. The 

technology of war was progressing rapidly and the Battle of Hampton Roads, although 

inconclusive had proved one thing – wooden warships were now obsolete, but the existing 

Union ‘Monitors’ would be no match for the Laird Rams.  

The war at sea would thus be won by the first side to deploy ocean going ironclads in the 

field of battle, and as it stood that would be the Confederate Navy of Jefferson Davis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulloch went to great lengths to arrange the purchase of the ships via a French firm 

ostensibly on behalf of the Egyptian Government. The ships were named El Monassir and El 

Tousson but their real names were to be the CSS Mississippi and the CSS North Carolina.   

The two ironclads were due to be ready by the summer of 1863 but were delayed as northern 

spies had already reported back to Washington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abraham Lincoln’s greatest spy network operated in 

Liverpool and in Birkenhead during the American Civil War.   

Under the command of the American consul Thomas Haines 

Dudley (1819-93) his remit was to gather intelligence 

regarding the construction of Confederate ships and use legal 

challenges to prevent them leaving the River Mersey. 

 

 

Thomas Haines Dudley (1819-93) Abraham Lincoln’s 

spymaster in Liverpool.  

The ‘Laird Rams’ would destroy 

everything in their path having four 

massive 220-pound Armstrong guns 

housed in two rotating steel turrets and a 

seven-foot reinforced bulbous iron bow 

to ram enemy ships below the waterline.  

      Bulloch’s plan was audacious to use 

these ‘Laird Rams’ to devastate the 

Brooklyn Navy Yard in New York City 

and then turn the guns on New York City 

itself.                                                                                    

  One of the Rebel Rams.                 

Frank Lesley’s Illustrated Newspaper 

October 24th 1863.  

 

 

 



Thomas Dudley was still smarting from seeing the closely watched CSS Florida and CSS  

Alabama escape his clutches and he was determined that history would not repeat itself.  

 Dudley had a network of Unionist spies operating in Liverpool and Birkenhead, including 

George Chapman, a worker at Laird’s shipyard. Activity at the yard was also easy to observe 

from the viewing platform of the adjacent St Mary’s Church spire in the grounds of 

Birkenhead Priory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dudley reported his findings to the American Ambassador to 

Britain, Charles Francis Adams (1807-86), The son of President 

John Quincy Adams and grandson of President John Adams.  

Charles Francis Adams would then report back to the American 

Secretary of State, William Seward in Washington who would 

then brief President Abraham Lincoln.  

 

                                                                                                            

Charles Francis Adams (1807-86) – American Ambassador. 

William Seward (1801-72) was a fierce opponent of slavery. 

He had opened his Auburn, New York home in the 1850s as a 

safehouse on the ‘Underground Railroad’, – a route used by 

fugitive slaves to escape to free Canada.  

William Seward - tall and gaunt and with a reputation for hard 

drinking will return to our story in the most bizarre fashion.  

                                                                                                                                       

 

William Seward (1801-72) – American Secretary of State. 

Seward was instrumental in keeping Great Britain from 

siding with the Confederate States during the American 

Civil War.  

 

Seward was a supporter of Irish independence and a great 

admirer of the Irish Member of Parliament and abolitionist 

Daniel O’Connell.  

 
 

 

William Seward as depicted in a newspaper cartoon.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln’s navy had no vessel, not even the Vanderbilt, to match their fearsome panoply of 

iron skins, armored firepower, and vast ocean-going range.  

                                                                                    Wolf of the Deep Stephen Fox (2007) 

 

The threat was seen as so serious that the cabinet of Abraham Lincoln briefly considered 

sending a U.S. Navy squadron to Birkenhead to destroy the ‘Rams’. This would mean 

outright war between the United States and Great Britain for the third time in less than a 

century.  

Instead, the United States Government decided on a combined strategy of subterfuge, bribery 

and threats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fox told Forbes. 

You must stop them at all hazards as we have no defence against them. Let us have them in 

the United States for our own purposes, without any more nonsense, and at any price ….. It is 

a question of life and death.  

Forbes and Aspinall carried ten million dollars in U.S. Government bonds, sufficient enough 

to raise one million pounds from Barings Bank in London to buy the Laird Rams from 

Laird’s shipyard, ten times what James Dunwoody Bulloch had previously agreed to pay.  

Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet viewed the 

‘Laird Rams’ as the most serious threat 

to changing the course of the American 

Civil War, they caused great alarm in 

the north and gave great hope to the 

south.                     

 

The ‘Laird Ram’ CSS Mississippi 

(later HMS Wivern). 

 

 

In the spring of 1863, Gustavus Fox, the Assistant 

Secretary of the Navy sent two shipping merchants 

John Murray Forbes of Boston and William Aspinall 

of New York on a secret mission to England to 

purchase the Rams on behalf of the United States 

Government.  

 

 

                                                                                      

Gustavus Fox (1821-83) 

 

 



If Forbes and Aspinall were successful, then the shift in the balance of power of the whole 

American Civil War would have been incalculable as the whole might of the ‘Birkenhead 

Rams’ would be turned on the Confederate fleet of gunboats defending Richmond, 

Charleston and Mobile. 

 

The bid failed miserably, Forbes and Aspinall’s plan was revealed by the Times of London 

and they received a ‘chilly’ reception in Britain. 

The historian Stephen Fox once again takes up the story. 

 

Secretary Fox became desperate. He was therefore receptive when a seedy character named 

Isaac Oakfield came to his office in Washington that summer…He hit Fox with a daring, even 

breathtaking proposition: if provided enough money, he would go to England and arrange 

for the Laird rams to be burned at their docks in Birkenhead.  

An official of the U.S. Government should not have facilitated such a major crime against 

British private property; the shipbuilder still owned the vessels until they were at sea. “I told 

him the Department could not go into that business,” Fox recalled a year later, “but I saw no 

reason why merchants and insurance people should not.” So, he gave Oakfield introductions 

to two substantial Boston ship merchants, John Murray Forbes and George B. Upton…. 

Forbes and Upton handed Oakfield $5,000 for his vigilante bonfires. Such a large sum, 

bestowed by such men for such an errand on such a dubious agent, demonstrates just how 

frantic the Union effort to halt the rams had become.  

In August, Oakfield sailed to Liverpool in grand style on the Persia, the finest Cunard liner of 

the time. “I will stop the ships by some means,” he wrote to Fox. “I have done more in a 

week than all your representatives and agents have done in a year.” 

                                                                                      Wolf of the Deep Stephen Fox (2007) 

 

 

The Unionist victory at the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863 changed matters and an 

emboldened United States Ambassador Charles Francis Adams wrote to the British Foreign 

Minister Lord Russell stating on September 5th, 1863, that if the British Government did not 

impound the ‘Laird Rams’ “It would be superfluous to point out to your lordship that this is 

war”.   

Adams continued “If Her Majesty’s Government have not the power to prevent the harbours 

and towns of a friendly nation from being destroyed by vessels built by British subjects, and 

equipped, manned and dispatched from her harbors… then all international obligations, 

whether implied or expressed, are not worth the paper on which they are written.” 

 

Evidence suggests that one man toned down the original message. 



 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just eight months later, in June 1864, the notorious Birkenhead built Confederate commerce 

raider the CSS Alabama was sunk off the coast of Cherbourg, France, it was the beginning of 

the end for the Confederate States Navy. 

The Laird Rams served as HMS Scorpion and HMS Wivern in the British Navy, after a few 

years they too had become obsolete – victims of the all too rapidly accelerating arms race at 

sea.  

 

As for Isaac Oakfield, having squandered $5,000, he informed Gustavus Fox that he felt quite 

satisfied by my diplomacy. Gustavus Fox by then embarrassed by his enabling role in the 

scam, sent Oakfield away as a scoundrel and swindler.    

 

On October 9th 1863, on the instructions of the then British 

Prime Minister Lord Palmerston, the British Navy entered 

Lairds shipyard and seized the rams. 

 War was averted, but the events in Birkenhead represented a 

new historic low point in relations between the United States and 

Great Britain which neither country would ever want to see 

repeated.  

                                                            

                                                               Lord Palmerston (1784-1865).  

 

 

During the early stages of the Civil War, when 

France and England were seeking an excuse to 

interfere and help the southern Confederacy, Mr. 

Seward wrote a letter to our minister in London, 

Charles Francis Adams, instructing him concerning 

the attitude of the Federal Government on the 

question of interference, which would undoubtedly 

have brought about a war with England if Abraham 

Lincoln had not corrected and amended the letter. 

He did this too without yielding a point or 

sacrificing in any way his own dignity or that of the 

country.  

“Abe” Lincoln’s Yarns and Stories.   A.K. 

McClure 

 



Sadly, Abraham Lincoln would never live to see the final surrender of the American Civil 

War on November 6th, 1865, at Tranmere, Birkenhead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abraham Lincoln’s legacy in Birkenhead would instead live on in the form of Lincoln Island 

and it would embody in miniature the unified America and equal society that Abraham 

Lincoln strived for in life. 

 

In helping five unionist escapees, including a freed black slave, it would be Captain Nemo 

who would help build Abraham Lincoln’s dream of a harmonious society – a Little America 

based in Birkenhead – the town that had given Lincoln so much angst in the American Civil 

War, and the very same town where that terrible war was to end.   

 

Jules Verne would write of Captain Nemo in his Mysterious Island. 

 

He observed these men thrown without resources upon a desert island, but had no wish to be 

himself discovered by them. By degrees he became interested in their efforts when he saw 

them honest, energetic, and bound to each other by the ties of friendship.  

 

As if despite his wishes, he penetrated all the secrets of their existence. By means of the 

diving dress he could easily reach the well in the interior of Granite House, and climbing by 

the projections of rock to its upper orifice he heard the colonists as they recounted the past, 

and studied the present and future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 14th 1865 Abraham Lincoln fell victim to an 

assassin’s bullet at Ford’s Theatre in Washington D.C.  

  Jules Verne would record the event as a footnote in his 

novel Mysterious Island.                                     

 They little knew that sixteen days afterwards a frightful 

crime would be committed in Washington, and that on Good 

Friday Abraham Lincoln would fall by the hand of a fanatic.  

                                           

                                           Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865). 

 

He learned from them the tremendous 

conflict of America with America itself, for 

the abolition of slavery.  

Yes, these men were worthy to reconcile 

Captain Nemo with that humanity they 

represented so nobly in the island.         

 

Jules Verne Mysterious Island (1874)  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The ‘Birkenhead Pirate’ – Raphael Semmes and the 

CSS Alabama. 

    

       Raphael Semmes (1809-77) 

               

 

  

 



 

                              Birkenhead and the CSS Alabama.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A telegram possibly sent via Bidston Lighthouse, Birkenhead, ordered the vessel not to leave 

port, but was not received. The Enrica entered the Mersey for sea trials with a ladies’ tea 

party on board and bunting flying from the masts, the party was a ruse, the ladies were 

unceremoniously offloaded at Holyhead and the Enrica set out to sea.  

Our story starts yet again with the Confederate spy in 

Liverpool James Dunwoody Bulloch and harks back to 

July 1862 and the construction of the most successful of 

his commerce raiders in the American Civil War, the 

CSS Alabama.  

 

                          

                         James Dunwoody Bulloch (1823-1901) 

                        

 

 

Laird’s shipyard of Birkenhead launched 

the Enrica or ‘Lairds 290’ on July 29, 

1862.                                                

                                                                          

                                                                                  

                                                                                           

The CSS Alabama on sea trials at New 

Brighton complete with a Ladies’ tea 

Party aboard and decorative bunting.  

 

The unionist Consul in Liverpool Thomas Haines Dudley had at 

the last moment been successful in securing papers for her 

impoundment however the papers fell into the hands of an 

official who suddenly went mad and took the papers with him 

to a lunatic asylum – the papers were not recovered in time.  

                                                                                                                                   

                                 

                                              Thomas Haines Dudley (1819-93)   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new captain and his 23 officers wore the new grey coats of the Confederate States Navy.                                                                                                                         

There was a commissioning ceremony for the renamed ship CSS Alabama and Semmes read 

out a message from the Confederate States President Jefferson Davis. Semmes then had one 

pressing task and that was to convince the largely British crew to stay on board and sail the 

ship.  

The crew, comprising about sixty persons, who had been picked up, promiscuously, about the 

streets of Liverpool, were as unpromising in appearance, as things about the decks. What 

with faces begrimed with coal dust, red shirts, and blue shirts, Scotch caps, and hats, brawny 

chests exposed, and stalwart arms naked to the elbows, they looked as little like the crew of a 

man-of-war, as one can well conceive.  

Still there was some physique among these fellows, and soap, and water, and clean shirts 

would make a wonderful difference in their appearance.   

Raphael Semmes. Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War Between the States (1869). 

The Enrica’s temporary charge, Captain 

Mathew J Butcher sailed to the designated 

rendezvous point of the island of Terceira 

in the Azores, where the ship would pick 

up arms and men, and one man in 

particular – Captain Raphael Semmes.  

                                     

      The location of the island of Terceira.  

 

Raphael Semmes had already spent one year 

commanding the Confederate commerce raider CSS 

Sumter and he had already burned 18 Union ships.  

Semmes and Bulloch both arrived in Terceira on 

August 20th, 1862, aboard the ship Bahama from 

Liverpool. They supervised the outfitting of the ship 

with munitions and cannon.  

                                                                                            

Captain Raphael Semmes (1809-77)   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His oratory and promise of adventure and combat persuaded eighty-three young men to sign 

on – Semmes had his first crew, and his own purpose built ‘pirate ship’ – the CSS Alabama.                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semmes would write. 

Bullock had contracted for, and superintended the building of the Alabama, and was now 

going with me, to be present at the christening of his bantling. I am indebted to him, as well 

the Messrs. Laird, for a very perfect ship of her class. 

Raphael Semmes. Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War Between the States (1869). 

 

The hold was large enough for ten days supply of coal, however Semmes preferred to use sail 

and the ships boilers would rarely come into play when chasing a merchant ship.  

The CSS Alabama was heavily armed with a 100 pounder Blakely rifled cannon and six 

smoothbore 32 pounder cannon.  

 

Semmes gave a rousing speech to his 

crew, and mindful that the ‘cause’ 

may not convince them, he offered 

‘double pay’ and ‘prize money’ to be 

paid in gold at the end of the ‘cruise’. 

W                                                                                   

 

 

Worthy of any pirate map – the 

‘desert island’ of Terceira.  

Lairds had gone out of their way to make the 

Alabama one of the finest ships afloat. At 1,050 

tonnes and 220 feet in length her slender design 

and retractable propeller meant that she could 

outrun most Unionist warships and merchantmen.  

In Semmes’s parlance she put her seven league 

boots on and showed her pursuers a clean pair of 

heels.                                                                                                                        

T                                            The CSS Alabama 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Raphael Semmes and his second in command John McKintosh Kell – aboard 

the CSS Alabama - Capetown, South Africa 1863.  

 

A state-of-the-art water condenser provided pure fresh water and the ship’s funnel telescoped 

down to a low level to give the appearance of a full sailing ship. Largely due to the water 

distillation apparatus and his own maritime knowledge, Raphael Semmes did not suffer a 

single fatality due to sickness from the total of over 500 crew members and 2,000 prisoners 

that sailed aboard the CSS Alabama over a period of nearly two years.   

The Alabama's motto: Aide-toi et Dieu t'aidera (French for "God helps those who help 

themselves") was engraved in bronze on the great double ship's wheel.  

After leaving Terceira, Semmes decided to head for the nearby North Atlantic Whaling 

grounds in search of Unionist whaling ships.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I resolved to strike a blow at the 

enemy’s whale-fishery, off the Azores. 

Whale oil was the United States second 

largest export commodity after cotton. 

The United States controlled 80% of 

the world’s whaling fleet and killed up 

to 100,000 large whales a year.                    

A        A New Bedford Whaler c1860.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_helps_those_who_help_themselves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_helps_those_who_help_themselves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship%27s_wheel


By striking a blow at the U.S whaling fleet, Raphael Semmes would be reducing the funds of 

the United States Treasury to buy armaments and warships of its own.   

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semmes would write. 

I refer my readers, curious in this matter, to the work of Captain Maury, entitled the 

“Physical Geography of the Sea.” It is full of profound philosophy, on the subjects of which 

it treats, and is written in so pleasing a style, and is so strewn with flowers, as to make the 

reader forget that he is travelling the thorny paths of science. 

Raphael Semmes. Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War between the States. (1869) 

It was not long before the ocean currents brought Raphael Semmes his first prize.  

Semmes flew the British flag as he approached the Ocmulgee, and the Yankee whaler, 

complete with a half-dismembered sperm whale alongside, responded by raising the Stars and 

Stripes. Semmes, in true pirate fashion instantly raised the Confederate flag. The Alabama 

fired a warning shot to bring the unfortunate prize to a halt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an expert on ocean currents, and in many ways the 

disciple of his great friend the oceanographer, Matthew 

Fontaine Maury, Raphael Semmes knew exactly the 

location of the whale feeding grounds where the 

American whaling fleet would gather.  

 

                                                                                                           

Raphael Semmes (seated) and the Father of Modern 

Oceanography Mathew Fontaine Maury c1861.  
 

 

Semmes’s message to the Captain was 

simple. 

I am afraid I must burn your ship.”   

The Ocmulgee burned later that night. In 

the next few weeks, several more whalers 

were subsequently put to the torch. 

 

The CSS Alabama burning a whaling 

ship - Harpers’ Weekly February 1863. 

 



In many ways Semmes was a pyromaniac as this passage from his memoirs bears out. 

This burning ship was a beautiful spectacle, the scene being wild and picturesque beyond 

description. The black clouds were mustering their forces in fearful array. Already the entire 

heavens had been overcast. The thunder began to roll, and crash, and the lightning to leap 

from cloud to cloud in a thousand eccentric lines. The sea was in a tumult of rage; the winds 

howled, and floods of rain descended. Amid this turmoil of the elements, the Dunbar, all in 

flames, and with disordered gear and unfurled canvas, lay rolling and tossing upon the sea. 

Now an ignited sail would fly away from a yard, and scud off before the gale; and now the 

yard itself, released from the control of its braces, would swing about wildly, as in the 

madness of despair, and then drop into the sea. Finally, the masts went by the board, and 

then the hull rocked to and fro for a while, until it was filled with water, and the fire nearly 

quenched, when it settled to the bottom of the great deep, a victim to the passions of man, and 

the fury of the elements. 

Raphael Semmes. Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War between the States. (1869) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hatteras sank within eleven minutes. Semmes was able to rescue the whole crew and 

later put them ashore unharmed.  

Over a nearly two year tour of duty at sea the  CSS Alabama boarded nearly 450 vessels and 

captured or burned 65 Union merchant ships in three oceans, all without ever visiting a single 

Confederate port. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 11th January 1863 in an effort to disrupt 

the Unionist siege of Galveston, the CSS 

Alabama entered the Gulf of Mexico. 

Raphael Semmes successfully drew out the 

warship USS Hatteras into open waters and 

engaged the enemy.  

 

The Destruction of the USS Hatteras. 

 

 

 
The CSS Alabama was immortalised 

in the sea shanty Roll Alabama Roll 

and the Afrikaan song Daar Kom Die 

Alibama commemorated her visit to 

Cape Town, South Africa in 1863. 

  

Daar Kom Die Alibama (1863) 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_(American_Civil_War)


Abraham Lincoln’s Navy Department announced two ‘dead or alive’ rewards for anyone who 

might capture the CSS Alabama - $300,000 if she was sunk and $500,000 if captured. Vice 

Admiral David Farragut’s naval blockade would ensure that the CSS Alabama would never 

be able to visit a southern port.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The ultimately futile year-long cruise in search of Raphael Semmes and the CSS Alabama 

took in the West Indies the eastern coast of South America, South Africa, St Helena, Cape 

Verde, the Canary Islands, Spain, and Portugal. At Simon’s Town, South Africa, the two 

ships would pass in darkness within a few miles of one another. Semmes would then head for 

the Indian Ocean, and with that went the last chance of catching the Alabama.  

 Raphael Semmes would say in his memoirs. 

That huge old coal-box, the Vanderbilt, having thought it useless to pursue us farther, had 

turned back, and was now probably doing a more profitable business, by picking up 

blockade-runners on the American coast. 

Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War Between the States. Raphael Semmes (1869).  

                                                                                                                                                           

The Vanderbilts were later to become prominent members of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club 

of Tranmere, Birkenhead.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In early 1862, the richest man in America, Cornelius 

Vanderbilt offered the United States Navy the use of his 

passenger steamship the USS Vanderbilt, as an auxiliary 

cruiser.  

The Vanderbilt was fitted with a heavy battery of 15 guns 

and on   27th January 1863 given one order by the 

Government of Abraham Lincoln – to search, capture or 

destroy the CSS Alabama.                                                                    

 

Cornelius Vanderbilt (1794-1877) 

With a top speed of 14 knots, the 

Vanderbilt was seen as the only 

vessel that could match the speed of 

the CSS Alabama, there was only one 

problem, at over 3,360 tons, she 

consumed prodigious amounts of 

coal.  

The USS Vanderbilt 



                               The Alabama ‘Cigar Mutiny’.  

 

In November 1863 the CSS Alabama captured the beautiful American clipper ship Winged 

Racer in the Straits of Sunda off the coast of Indonesia. She was subsequently burned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The location of the Sunda Strait and the clipper ship Winged Racer.  

By the end of 1863 the Alabama crew’s semi mutinous state was becoming more and more 

apparent to Raphael Semmes – the crew had been promised double pay in gold, but received 

very little reward for what had been, so far, a spectacularly successful ‘cruise’.  

Semmes decided to placate the crew by offering them free cigars taken from the Winged 

Racer.   

Semmes noted in his journal entry for 13th November 1863.  

 “I had another row with my rascals to-day. Having directed some cigars, which we had 

taken from the [clipper ship] Winged Racer, to be distributed among the officers and crew, 

the latter threw theirs overboard in a most contemptuous manner, whereupon I arrested the 

ringleaders for punishment, etc.” Two of those ringleaders, Frank Townsend and Albert 

Hyer, were found guilty of “mutinous and seditious conduct” and reduced in grade to 

ordinary seamen, docked three months’ pay, and confined in double irons on bread and 

water for 30 days.  

The historian Stephen Fox criticises Raphael Semmes for omitting this important incident 

from his final memoirs and thus painting a far more romanticised view of life on board the 

Alabama…. 

Semmes does not therefore mention the cigar mutiny of November 1863 or the crew’s 

bristling restlessness during the latter part of the cruise.  

                                                                                    Stephen Fox Wolf of the Deep (2007).  

… and yet, as a deep satire, the downplaying of the Alabama Cigar Mutiny by Raphael 

Semmes will have a profound effect on the writings of Jules Verne.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poor old Alabama was not now what she had been then. She was like the wearied fox-

hound, limping back after a long chase, foot-sore, and longing for quiet and repose. Her 

commander, like herself, was well-nigh worn down. Vigils by night and by day, the storm and 

the drenching rain, the frequent and rapid change of climate, now freezing, now melting or 

broiling, and the constant excitement of the chase and capture, had laid, in the three years of 

war he had been afloat, a load of a dozen years on his shoulders. The shadows of a sorrowful 

future, too, began to rest upon his spirit. 

Raphael Semmes. Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War between the States. (1869) 

The copper plates on the hull of the Alabama, once so instrumental in helping it glide across 

the sea, were now warped and peeling, severely reducing her speed and ability to capture 

 

The exploits of Semmes and his pirate crew often 

made the front pages of popular journals such as 

Harper’s Weekly. His crew had a reputation for 

stealing personal belongings although after the Civil 

War ended, no one came forward to confirm this as 

true. Nevertheless, Semmes was reviled and feared in 

the north and worshipped in the south.   

                                                                             

   

The Approach of the British Pirate “Alabama” 

Harpers Weekly April 23rd 1863.  

 

In early 1864 Semmes had entered Singapore harbour to 

find dozens of American ships idle as merchants 

switched to vessels of other nationalities. In many ways 

the lack of prizes in the Indian Ocean was directly 

attributable to Semmes’s own success, there was a 

problem though, the Alabama, like her Captain was 

beginning to show signs of fatigue and age.                                                                                                                                    

A fifty-four-year-old Raphael Semmes after two 

years at sea (1863).  
 



enemy ships. In March 1864 the Alabama once again entered Cape Town Harbour, it was to 

be her last port of call before heading to Cherbourg, France for essential repairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 11th, 1864, Semmes sailed into Cherbourg Harbour to massive public excitement. 

The news was telegraphed around Europe and within three days the USS Kearsarge under the 

command of Captain John Winslow had entered the harbour at Cherbourg before taking up a 

blockading position three miles offshore.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The USS Kearsarge                                                          Captain John Wilnslow (1811-73) 

Raphael Semmes sent a message to Winslow 

 "my intention is to fight the Kearsarge as soon as I can make the necessary arrangements. I 

hope these will not detain me more than until to-morrow or the morrow morning at farthest. I 

beg she will not depart until I am ready to go out. I have the honor to be Your obedient 

servant, R. Semmes, Captain." 

By now the course of the American Civil War had turned 

decisively in favour of the Unionist forces, the northern press 

had vilified Semmes as a ‘pirate’ and there was now the real 

threat of a death sentence hanging over the crew of the CSS 

Alabama. The historic cartoons of the publishing houses now 

took on a much more sinister tone for Raphael Semmes and his 

crew of English pirates.  

                                                                                                                 

T                                                                                                                

The Pirate Semmes “I am here.”  

  



On the morning of June 19th, 1864, the Alabama steamed out of Cherbourg Harbour while a 

crowd of up to 15,000 spectators lined the clifftops, some bought in by special excursion 

trains from Paris. Among the watching crowd was the artist Edouard Manet who was 

determined to depict the ensuing battle on canvas. The anticipated conflict, - one of the last 

traditional battles in the Age of Sail, took place some seven miles out of Cherbourg Harbour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alabama opened the firing and the two vessels 

proved on first blows to be evenly matched. A shell 

from the Alabama landed in the stern post of the 

Kearsarge and failed to explode due to a damp fuse, 

such is the narrow line between defeat and victory.  

 

The Battle of Cherbourg 19th June 1864.  

 

 

Winslow had protected the sides of the 

Kearsarge with over 700 linear feet of 

anchor chains concealed behind wooden 

boards – many of the Alabama’s direct hits 

if they did explode were only doing 

superficial damage to the hull.  

The Battle of the USS Kearsarge and the 

CSS Alabama from a lithograph of 1887.   

The end was inevitable, and after little over an hour of 

battle, the CSS Alabama began to sink beneath the waves 

of the English Channel.  

Semmes raised the white flag, and wounded in his right 

hand, threw his sword into the sea; as he did so, he shouted 

Farewell Excalibur, thy grave is with the Alabama.  

 

                                                                                                   

The Sinking of the Alabama by Dean Mosher   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Deerhound’s owner John Lancaster released his boats to look for the survivors of the 

Alabama from the rough waters of the English Channel.  

Semmes leapt into the full swell of the sea, with 

his second in command John Mackintosh Kell.  

Semmes disappeared from view, but in many 

ways the most bizarre part of the sinking of the 

CSS Alabama, was about to unfold.     

                                                                                                          

The Battle of the Kearsarge and the Alabama 

by Edouard Manet (1864)  

                                                                          

 

The CSS Alabama had not 

left Cherbourg Harbour alone 

but had been followed out at 

a respectful distance by a 

British yacht The Deerhound 

which ‘just happened to be in 

the area.’     TT                                

T                   The Deerhound 

 

 

 

The Deerhound was a pleasure steamer belonging to the 

Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead.  

The Deerhound in many ways looked like a miniature 

Alabama, this was not surprising as both ships had been 

designed by the same person – Henry Laird.  

 

 

John Lancaster (1816-84)  

 



 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 crew members of the CSS Alabama were killed, mostly drowned including David White a 

Maryland (northern) slave who Semmes claimed to have ‘freed’ and put on ‘double pay’ in 

gold like the rest of the crew.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raphael Semmes, by now severely weakened, was 

pulled out of the water by Henry Adams, the son of 

the keeper at Bidston Lighthouse at Birkenhead. 

This is the same lighthouse that plays the role of 

Mount Franklin in Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island.  

Semmes’s precious papers were rescued by seaman 

Michael Mars and returned to him on board the 

Deerhound.   

 

 

Boat of the British Yacht Deerhound rescuing 

Captain Raphael Semmes June 19th, 1864.  

Also rescued by the Deerhound were officers 

Irvine Bulloch and Beckett Howell. 

 

Beckett Howell was the brother of Varina 

Howell, the wife of the Confederate 

President Jefferson Davis.   

 

 

 

     Beckett Howell (1840-82). 

 

Semmes received medical treatment 

to the wound on his right hand and 

The Deerhound then promptly set full 

steam for Southampton where the 

escapee Semmes and his defeated 

crew were treated to a hero’s 

welcome.  

 

 

 

The Sinking of the Pirate Alabama. 

 



Abraham Lincoln’s Secretary of State William Seward was furious and would later write a 

strongly worded letter of complaint to the British Government as to why Semmes had been 

allowed to escape.  

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tremlett had previously presented Semmes with a fine Houllier-Blanchard revolver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The inscription reads 

“Presented to Captain 

Raphael Semmes, 

Belsize Park, 14 May 

1862.” 

 

Houllier-Blanchard 

Presentation Case. 

 

The next day Semmes was met at Southampton by James 

Dunwoody Bulloch, the Confederate spy and mastermind 

behind the construction of the CSS Alabama. With him was the 

Confederate sympathiser the Reverend Francis Tremlett of 

Belsize Park, London.  

The Reverend Tremlett was also a member of the Royal Mersey 

Yacht Club at Tranmere, Birkenhead. 

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                        

Francis William Tremlett  (1821-1913)  
 

It seems impossible to doubt that the Deerhound went out to 

the place of conflict by concert and arrangement with the 

commander of the Alabama, and at least with a conditional 

purpose of rendering her aid and assistance.  

 

She did effectively render such aid by rescuing the 

commander of the Alabama and a portion of his crew from 

the pursuit of the Kearsarge and by furtively and 

clandestinely conveying them to Southampton, within 

British jurisdiction. 

 

                                                William Seward (1801 – 72). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is here that it is generally accepted that Semmes and Louisa Tremlett began a passionate 

love affair. That affair will be admitted to in secret code in our fifth novel. 

Stephen Fox in his biography of Semmes Wolf of the Deep (2007) takes up the story. 

On the fifth of September they took a train from Geneva to Paris, “where we remained for a 

week and did the city.”  

On September 15th the rest of the party left for England. Semmes remained in Paris for a few 

days longer, perhaps preferring the more discrete safety of travelling alone after the 

conspicuous company of his English friends. While he stayed on, Semmes received a letter 

from his faithful clerk, Breedlove Smith, in Liverpool asking for instructions. “My movements 

will be so uncertain for some weeks yet,” Semmes wrote him, “that I think that you had better 

not wait longer for me, but make the best of your way home by the first opportunity that 

offers.” 

Semmes returned to London in late September having left his journals for safekeeping with 

the Tremletts – a sign of the deep measure of trust in their household. 

 

William Seward would have been even more furious if he had 

known that Semmes was then taken to London where he was 

treated to dinner at the London flat of the shipbuilder John 

Laird, yet another member of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club 

of Tranmere, Birkenhead.   

                                                                         

                                                                                                                  

J                                                            John Laird (1805-74) 

 

Once recovered, Tremlett forged a 

passport for Semmes under the name of 

‘Raymond Smith’ and together with 

Tremlett’s sister, Louisa and two other 

friends, they took Semmes on a two- 

month holiday to Belgium and the Swiss 

Alps.                                                                                                  

                                                                   

Raphael Semmes’ holiday destination.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raphael Semmes eventually made his way back to Virginia and took command of the James 

River Fleet, a fleet of iron clads guarding the entrance to the port of Richmond. Reverting to 

type, in April 1865 Semmes could not resist setting fire to his own fleet to prevent it from 

falling into the hands of Unionist soldiers. He could also not resist describing this scene of 

this self-inflicted pyromania in his own memoirs.  

My little squadron of wooden boats now moved off up the river, by the glare of the burning 

iron-clads. They had not proceeded far, before an explosion, like the shock of an earthquake, 

took place, and the air was filled with missiles. It was the blowing up of the Virginia, my late 

flag-ship. The spectacle was grand beyond description. Her shell-rooms had been full of 

loaded shells. The explosion of the magazine threw all these shells, with their fuses lighted, 

into the air. The fuses were of different lengths, and as the shells exploded by twos and 

threes, and by the dozen, the pyrotechnic effect was very fine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The blowing up of the 

James River Fleet, on the 

night of the evacuation of 

Richmond.  

                                                  

Raphael Semmes. 

Memoirs of Service 

Afloat During the War 

between the States. 

(1869) 

 

 

Semmes journals would become his book Memoirs of 

Service Afloat During the War between the States. The 

book, released in the spring of 1869 is a record of his time 

in command of the CSS Sumter and the CSS Alabama and a 

defence of the Confederate ‘lost cause’. 

 

Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War between the 

States. (1869) 



Semmes was put in charge of a squadron of troops and promoted to the rank of Brigadier 

General. During the evacuation of Richmond, he requisitioned a train to take the squadron 

towards General Johnston’s army in North Carolina. When Semmes discovered there was no 

coal left, he burned wooden picket fences to keep fuelled up on the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returning home to his wife, Raphael Semmes now wore two rings on his wedding finger, one 

for his wife Anne Elizabeth Semmes and one for his mistress Louisa Tremlett.  

Mrs. Semmes perhaps could not complain too loudly as while Raphael Semmes had been 

fighting in the Mexican American War (1846-48) she had given birth to a daughter fathered 

by another man. 

It seemed that Raphael Semmes would be allowed to resume his life in Mobile unhindered, 

however in December 1865 he was put on a charge of treason by the United States 

Government and held in custody for four months until Congress decided there was 

insufficient grounds to try him. 

After his release, Semmes resumed his law practice in Mobile, Alabama, published his 

memoirs and became Professor of English and Moral Philosophy at the Louisiana State 

University. He later became a county judge and newspaper editor. One of his greatest joys 

was sailing a small pleasure boat around the local waterways and of course he named it 

Alabama.  

 

 

 

 

Raphael Semmes was presented with a house 

by the grateful citizens of Mobile Alabama. 

 

 

                                                                              

Raphael Semmes’s House, Mobile Alabama.  

 

Semmes arrived too late to give battle 

and after the surrender of General 

Johnston, he was later paroled at 

Durham Station as a Brigadier 

General of the Confederate Army. 

 

The Surrender of Johnston to 

Sherman. 



Even in death, Semmes could not but help contribute to the bizarreness of his own life story. 

On August 30th, 1877, twelve years after the Civil War ended, Raphael Semmes died of 

complications after eating a poisoned prawn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The activities of Raphael Semmes and the ravages brought about by the Birkenhead built 

CSS Alabama in the American Civil War would blight the relationship between Great Britain 

and the United States for several more years. A stronger unified United States demanded 

compensation from Great Britain, indeed she demanded Canada! …. and so, as we shall see 

later, the crisis known as the ‘Alabama Claims’ was born. 

 

Alas! ... The boasted “tour of the world” was talked about, disputed, argued with as much 

warmth as if the subject were another Alabama claim. 

Jules Verne ‘Around the World in Eighty Days’ (1875) 

A statue to Raphael Semmes was raised by public 

subscription in Mobile and unveiled in June 1900.  The 

statue was removed in June 2020 following Black Lives 

Matter protests and now resides on display in Mobile 

History Museum. 

                

                                                                                                    

Raphael Semmes Statue, Mobile Alabama (1900-2020). 

 

 

 

 

Raphael Semmes Statue. Mobile History Museum 2022. 

Raphael Semmes burned over 30 vessels of the 

North American whaling fleet – an episode from 

which the ‘dealers in death’ to the whale never really 

recovered. 

It is one of the supreme ironies that Raphael Semmes 

probably did more to ‘save the whale’ than perhaps 

any other individual in history – living proof that 

sometimes in life – good things can come from bad.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

– Jules Verne’s Union Bay – 

The American Civil War Ends in Birkenhead. 

    

The Surrender of the CSS Shenandoah at Tranmere 

Sloyne, Birkenhead on November 6th, 1865. 

    The Final Surrender of the American Civil War 

 
 

 



The usual date given for the end of the American Civil War is April 9th, 1865, when 

Confederate General Robert E Lee signed a document of surrender at the McClean House, 

Appomattox Virginia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee surrendered only his own army at Appomattox and the war continued for some days 

afterwards, indeed a much larger force of Confederate Troops under General Johnston 

surrendered in North Carolina on April 26th, 1865.  The Battle of Palmito Ranch, Texas on 

May 12th, 1865, marked the last land battle of the Civil War.  

   The story of how the last surrender of The American Civil War really occurred at Tranmere, 

Birkenhead will assume great symbolic importance to our wider story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting of General Lee and his Union 

counterpart General Ulysses S Grant at 

Appomattox is seen as a pivotal moment in 

American history.  

 

 

 

Generals Lee and Grant at Appomattox.  

In October 1864 the Confederate spy James Dunwoody 

Bulloch made his last secret purchase for the 

Confederacy when he bought the Glasgow Merchant Ship 

Sea King from Wallace Bros of Liverpool.  

On October 8th 1864 Sea King sailed from London 

supposedly to Bombay, however she headed straight for 

Funchal, Madeira to rendezvous with the supply ship 

Laurel, which had sailed from Liverpool on the same 

day.  

                         James Dunwoody Bulloch (1823-1901) 

 

At Funchal, the Laurel offloaded 

several ships officers, a makeshift crew, 

naval guns, ammunition, and ship’s 

stores.  

Captain James Waddell, supervised her 

conversion to a man-of-war off the 

island of Las Desertas.  

                                                                             

The CSS Shenandoah 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Iredell_Waddell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man-of-war


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bulk of the North American Whaling fleet in the Atlantic had already been burned by 

Raphael Semmes, the Captain of the Birkenhead built CSS Alabama so Waddell began 

seeking ships in the Indian Ocean and Pacific Oceans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although warmly received by most locals, the presence of the CSS Shenandoah was an 

embarrassment for both the British and Australian Governments, one local newspaper 

commented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Confederate cruiser was commissioned on 19 

October 1864, by lowering the Union Jack and raising the 

"Stainless Banner" and renamed CSS Shenandoah 

Waddell informed the crew that the Shenandoah’s new 

mission was as a ‘commerce raider’ with written orders from 

Confederate States President Jefferson Davis to capture and 

burn any United States merchant ship. Their main target 

would be the North American Whaling Fleet - whale oil 

being the United States’ second largest source of foreign 

income after the export of cotton.                                                                                                        

                                    Captain James Waddell (1824-86) 

En route to Melbourne Australia, the CSS 

Shenandoah managed to burn five Unionist 

merchantmen.  

On January 25th, 1865, the CSS 

Shenandoah entered Melbourne Harbour 

for repairs, it would be the only port that 

she ever visited on a journey that would 

eventually circumnavigate the globe.  

 

The CSS Shenandoah at Melbourne. 

We cannot regard the Shenandoah as other 

than a marauding craft, and her officers 

and crew than as a gang of respectable 

pirates.  

On 18th February 1865, the CSS 

Shenandoah headed north in search of the 

American Pacific Whaling Fleet. 

 

Visitors on board the CSS Shenandoah, 

Melbourne, Australia January 1865.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Jack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America#Second_flag


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain James Waddell then headed for the Aleutian Islands, the Bering Sea, and the Arctic 

Ocean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Jefferson Davis had been apprehended on May 10, 1865 and taken to Fort Monroe 

where he would stay a prisoner for two years.   

 

On 27th June Captain Waddell learned from newspapers on board the ship Susan and Abigail 

that the Confederate capital of Richmond, had fallen and General Lee had surrendered in 

Virginia. Waddell also read that President Davis had vowed that the ‘war would be carried on 

with renewed vigor’.  

Waddell carried on regardless and then captured and burned ten more whalers in the space of 

seven hours just below the Arctic Circle. He then drew up plans for his next mission – the 

naval bombardment of San Francisco.  

It was on the way to San Francisco on August 3rd that Waddell encountered the Liverpool 

sailing ship Barracouta where he learned of the final surrender of General Johnston’s army 

on 26th April and President Jefferson Davis’s capture on May 10th. Waddell knew then that 

the war was truly over for the CSS Shenandoah.    

 

Cruising first to the Caroline Islands in 

the mid Pacific Ocean, the CSS 

Shenandoah burned four whaling ships 

on 3rd and 4th April 1865, this was just a 

few days before General Lee’s surrender 

at Appomattox.  

                                                                          

The Caroline Islands – The Federated 

States of Micronesia.  

 

 

In June 1865 the CSS Shenandoah 

continued to capture and burn 

Yankee whalers in the Arctic – there 

was only one slight problem, the 

American Civil War had finished 

over a month earlier.  

                                                                               

The Burning of the Pacific 

Whaling Fleet in the Arctic Ocean 

– June 1865.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Davis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arctic_Circle


Waddell instantly had a problem; Abraham Lincoln had declared that the crew of any 

Confederate ship destroying Union merchant ships would be tried as pirates in a court of law 

and sentenced to death.  

There was only one option left to him, he would sail halfway around the world to surrender 

outside the premises of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club at Tranmere Birkenhead.  

The Shenandoah hauled down her ‘pirate’ flag, dismounted her guns and received a new coat 

of black paint to look more like the merchant ship she had once been. They set sail down the 

eastern side of South America, rounded Cape Horn and headed up through the South Atlantic 

towards the Mersey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the foggy morning of November 6th, 1865, the CSS Shenandoah approached the Mersey 

Bar and waited for a river pilot to guide her into the port.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In fear of being spotted, the Shenandoah completed the 

whole journey out of sight of land, a tribute to the skills of 

the ship’s twenty-three-year-old sailing officer Irvine 

Bulloch, the brother of James Dunwoody Bulloch.  

 

                                                     

                                                       Irvine Bulloch (1842-98) 

 

 

 

                                                                         

The CSS Shenandoah’s 

Circumnavigation of the World.  

19th October 1864 – 6th November 1865.  

The pilot refused to take the ship into Liverpool 

as she was not flying a flag of registration; the 

crew raised the Confederate flag and she entered 

the mouth of the Mersey sailing past Fort Perch 

Rock and Lighthouse at New Brighton.  

                                                                                

                                                                         

The CSS Shenandoah Passing New Brighton 

Lighthouse 6th November 1865. E.D. Walker.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America#Second_national_flag


CSS Shenandoah sailed up the River Mersey with the flag fully flying to crowds lining the 

riverbanks of Liverpool, Birkenhead and Wallasey.  

 

The Liverpool Mercury reported the event on Tuesday, 7 November 1865: 

THE CONFEDERATE CRUISER SHENANDOAH IN THE MERSEY. Considerable 

excitement was caused on 'Change yesterday morning by circulation of the report that the 

Confederate cruiser Shenandoah, of whose exploits amongst the American whalers in the 

North Pacific so much has been heard, was passed about 8 o'clock by the steamer Douglas at 

anchor at the bar, of Victoria Channel, apparently waiting for high water. By many the 

report was discredited, it being thought that those on board the Douglas were in error, and 

had mistaken some other craft for the celebrated ex-Confederate cruiser. At half past ten, 

however, all doubts on the point were set at rest, with the Shenandoah steaming up the 

Victoria Channel with the Palmetto flag flying from her masthead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Confederate flag was lowered for the last time and the CSS Shenandoah was 

surrendered to Captain Paynter of HMS Donegal on November 6th, 1865 – thus was enacted 

the last surrender of the American Civil War at Tranmere, Birkenhead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Waddell later handed in the official document of surrender at Liverpool Town Hall.  

 

 

Captain Waddell brought the CSS 

Shenandoah alongside 

HMS Donegal at Tranmere Sloyne, 

Birkenhead and dropped anchor.  

 

 

The CSS Shenandoah at Tranmere 

Sloyne, Birkenhead by E.D. Walker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CSS Shenandoah ‘pirate flag’ 

on display at the American Civil 

War Museum, Richmond, Virginia 

– November 6th 2015.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool_Mercury
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liverpool_Bar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmetto_flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Donegal_(1858)


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story of the Shenandoah and its first night in Birkenhead would take one last unexpected 

turn.   

Later in the evening of 6th November, the ship’s cook Marlow rowed ashore to the Rock 

Ferry slipway of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club and went shopping in Birkenhead Market.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the following evening of 7th November, a further four of the Shenandoah’s officers 

escaped from the ‘pirate ship’ at Rock Ferry– their names were Irvine Bulloch, Sidney Smith 

Lee, Charles Lining and midshipman Orris Browne.  

  

The officers returned the next day and on the 9th November The Liverpool Mercury reported 

how the largely British crew farcically pretended to be American in order to take advantage 

of the British Government’s amnesty for all American Confederates accused of piracy.   

 

 

The Shenandoah had captured 38 Union ships, 

taken 1053 prisoners, however the hostilities 

had not resulted in a single death.  

Nevertheless, the crew had a nervous first 

evening in Birkenhead, guarded on board by a 

band of British Marines and wondering if they 

would indeed be tried as ‘pirates’. 

 

Satirical Newspaper cartoon on the belated 

surrender of the CSS Shenandoah.  

 

The starving crew of the 

Shenandoah were eternally 

grateful as he… 

heroically returned with 

hampers of gleaming 

vegetables from the market.  

(John Baldwin Last Flag 

Down 2007).  

 

                                                 

Birkenhead Market in c1865.  

 



However, about 6 o'clock last night a telegram was received from Government by Captain 

Paynter, of her Majesty's ship Donegal, to whom the Shenandoah was surrendered, that the 

whole of the officers and crew, who were not British subjects were to be immediately paroled. 

Captain Paynter immediately proceeded to the Rock Ferry slip, and applied for a steamboat. 

The Rock Ferry steamer Bee was placed at his disposal by Mr. Thwaites, in which he 

immediately proceeded alongside the Shenandoah. 

 

 Captain Paynter went on board and communicated to the officers the object of his visit. The 

crew were mustered on the quarterdeck by the officers of the ship, the roll book was brought 

out, and the names of the men called out as they occurred.  

 

As each man answered to his name he was asked what countryman he was. In not one 

instance did any of them acknowledge to be British citizens. Many nations were represented 

among them, but the majority claimed to be natives of the Southern States of America or 

"Southern citizens". Several of those however, who purported to be Americans, had an 

unmistakably Scotch accent, and seemed more likely to have hailed from the banks of the 

Clyde than the Mississippi.  

 

Captain Paynter informed the men that by order of the Government they were all paroled, 

and might proceed at once to shore. This intelligence was received by the men with every 

demonstration of joy, and they seemed to be delighted at the prospect of leaving the craft in 

which they had hoped to be able to assist the Southern Confederacy.  

 

They commenced to pack up their bedding and other articles as fast as possible, and 

conveyed on board the Bee, which was to take them to the landing stage. Before leaving the 

vessel, however, they gave three lusty cheers, for Captain Waddell, their late commander. 

Captain Waddell, in feeling terms, acknowledged the compliment, and said that he hoped the 

men would always behave themselves, as brave sailors ought to do. 

  

The men then went aboard the Bee, and were conveyed to the landing stage. This separated 

the Shenandoah and her crew, and the vessel now rides at anchor in the Sloyne in charge of 

some men from the Donegal, under the command of Lieutenant Cheek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

                                                                    

Rock Ferry Slipway (Jules 

Verne’s Flotsam Point in The 

Mysterious Island) with 

Tranmere Sloyne behind the pier 

– the site of the last surrender of 

the American Civil War. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sloyne


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pirate ship would of course ‘blow up’ at the very same spot where the CSS Shenandoah 

lowered its pirate flag for the last time and in a place which Jules Verne aptly names ‘Union 

Bay’. 

At daybreak, the colonists were able to catch a glimpse of a dark hulk through the morning 

fog…. The vessel had anchored in sight of Granite House! … and the balls from its four 

cannons crashing blindly on their earlier post at the Mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And so, ends the story of the final 

surrender of the American Civil War at 

the head of the Tranmere Pool and 

Tranmere Brook, Birkenhead (Jules 

Verne’s Mercy River in Mysterious 

Island). 

In Verne’s ‘other world’ the CSS 

Shenandoah would briefly live on as the 

pirate ship in Mysterious Island.  

 

 

The ‘Last Flag’ and Mysterious Island 

– real and imaginary worlds. 
 

Woodside / Granite House 

Tranmere Pool / Mouth of the Mercy 

 

Surrender of the Shenandoah / pirate ship blows up 

They could only take refuge in the upper 

passageway of Granite House and abandon 

their dwelling to complete destruction when, 

suddenly, they heard a rumbling sound 

followed by terror-stricken cries. 

Cyrus Harding and his companions ran to 

one of his windows.  

The brig, violently raised aloft by a sort of 

waterspout, had just split in half! And, in less 

than ten seconds, it had sunk to the bottom 

with all its criminal crew! 

 

The brig violently raised aloft. 

 
 

Rock Ferry / Flotsam Point  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The five sailors of the Shenandoah who absconded to Rock Ferry (Jules Verne’s Flotsam 

Point) would also briefly live on as the escaped pirates living on Mysterious Island….. 

 

At nearly the same moment, new detonations burst forth from the post at the Mercy which the 

second boat rapidly approached. Two of the eight men it carried were mortally wounded by 

Gideon Spilett and Neb, and the boat itself, not being able to avoid the reef, broke up at the 

mouth of the Mercy. But the six survivors, raising their weapons above their heads so as to 

preserve them from contact with the water, succeeded in setting foot on the right bank of the 

river. Then finding themselves exposed to close fire from the post, they fled with all possible 

speed in the direction of Flotsam Point. 

 

….. until they too would meet their fate at the hands of Captain Nemo and his electric gun.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Nemo would blow up the pirate ship using the 

same torpedo mine technology developed by the 

Confederate Pathfinder of the Seas Mathew Fontaine 

Maury, whose family, after the civil war resided in 

Birkenhead.  

The brilliant Nemo would thus turn Maury’s most 

feared weapon of the American Civil War upon his 

own Confederate pirate ship …. and in his own 

adopted backyard!  

                                                                                

Mathew Fontaine Maury (1806 –1873) 
 

Top barked without letup, and Jup ran after the 

dog, making sharp hisses.  

The colonists followed them and reached the small 

stream overshadowed by large trees. 

And there, in full moonlight, what did they see? 

Five bodies lying on the bank! 

They were the convicts who, four months earlier, 

had set foot on Lincoln Island! 

 

 

Five bodies lay on the bank.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

– Towards Reconciliation – 

Ex-Confederate President Jefferson Davis is Bailed Out 

of Prison and Sets Sail for Liverpool. 

    

Confederate President Jefferson Davis (1808-1889)                

               
               



Ex Confederate President Jefferson Davis is Bailed Out of 

Jail and Sets Sail for Liverpool. 

 

Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) was the President of the Confederate States during the American 

Civil War. He was born in Fairview, Kentucky, the son of a relatively affluent farming 

family. He grew up in Wilkinson County, Mississippi and after graduating at the United 

States Military Academy served for six years in the United States Army. After the premature 

death of his first wife, in 1844 Davis married Varina Howell when he was thirty-six and she 

was just eighteen years old.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Davis sanctioned Confederate General Pierre Beauregard to bombard the Unionist held 

garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbour on April 12th 1861, the fort fell two days later 

and although no personnel were killed on either side, it marked the start of the American 

Civil War.  

 

Davis fought in the Mexican American War (1846-48) 

and prior to the American Civil War founded a large 

cotton plantation in Mississippi with over one hundred 

slaves.  He represented Mississippi as a Democrat in the 

House of Representatives and served under United 

States President Franklin Pierce as Secretary of War 

from 1853 to 1857. 

               

                                          Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) 

 

 

After Abraham Lincoln became President in 1860, 

South Carolina and then Mississippi ceded from the 

Union, Davis resigned from the Senate on January 

21st, 1861, and returned to Mississippi.  

After a Constitutional Convention at Montgomery, 

Alabama, Davis was inaugurated as President of the 

Confederate States on the 18th February 1861.  

 

 

The Bombardment of Fort Sumter.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_Confederate_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairview,_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Military_Academy
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Davis realised that foreign support would be crucial to win concessions from the North, he 

sent delegations to the major European powers, but without success as most objected to 

slavery and some, such as Great Britain had abolished it altogether. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Civil War turned against the south, Davis was criticised for rarely leaving Richmond. 

On April 3rd, 1865, with Ulysses S Grant poised to capture the city, Davis escaped to 

Greensboro, North Carolina. Abraham Lincoln was sitting in Davis’s Presidential chair forty 

hours later, however on the 14th April Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by James Wilkes 

Boothe. Davis later expressed regret at his death and believed that Lincoln would have been 

more conciliatory with the south compared to his successor, Andrew Johnson.   

 

Davies and his wife, Varina were eventually captured by Unionist forces on May 10th 1865, 

at Irwinville, Georgia. Davis was initially clapped in irons, but after his health began to fail, 

he was placed in more comfortable conditions at Fortress Monroe. During the course of the 

Civil War, Davis’s Christian faith had deepened and in his letters to Varina, his belief in God 

as ‘the architect of all events’ provided further comfort during his imprisonment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

He assured his wife Varina, that his 

conditions were not as parlous as 

those reported in some newspapers 

and that his chaplain and physician 

treated him with care and kindness 

and the army captors showed 

respect and courtesy.   

 

Jefferson Davis in Prison.  

Historians agree that Davis, when 

compared to Lincoln was the less 

effective leader, whether it be to rally his 

people, organise his best Generals and 

ultimately to define a strategic goal.  

 

 

           Jefferson Davis and his Cabinet.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bailing of Jefferson Davis marked a point of reconciliation for the United States of 

America, and it therefore seems to predict as to how our own story will develop. Apart from 

Cornelius Vanderbilt there were 20 other guarantors of Davis’s bail agreement, seemingly 

picked from a political cross section of post-civil war America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Smith would respond to criticism of his actions with words that will resonate throughout our 

continuing story. 

 This problem of Peace between the North and the South!—how difficult it is for our 

statesmen to solve it! But how easily could love solve it! Let the North and South love each 

other—and, as they then will, forgive and help and bless each other. This will be Peace! and 

nothing short of it will deserve to be called Peace! 

Gerrit Smith on the Bailing of Jefferson Davis       June 6th 1867 Gerrit Smith 

After two years of imprisonment, Jefferson Davis had still 

not been charged with any crime. After a vigorous 

campaign by Varina Davis for his release, Jefferson Davis 

was freed on $100,000 bail, much of it underwritten by 

the multimillionaire Cornelius Vanderbilt.  

In the American Civil War, Cornelius Vanderbilt had 

loaned his ship the CSS Vanderbilt to Abraham Lincoln in 

a vain attempt to find the Confederate commerce raider, 

the Birkenhead built CSS Alabama and its ‘pirate’ captain 

Raphael Semmes.                                    C                            

C                             Cornelius Vanderbilt (1794-1877) 

 

 

The most surprising guarantor and signatory was the radical 

abolitionist Gerrit Smith (1797-1874). Smith had been a 

member of ‘The Secret Six’ who had financially supported 

John Brown’s slave insurrection raid at Harpers Ferry in 

1859. Brown’s farm was on land that he had bought from 

Gerrit Smith. 

Victor Hugo’s portrait of John Brown would of course look 

down on Captain Nemo from the bedchamber wall of his 

Birkenhead built Nautilus.    

                                                                                                   

Gerrit Smith (1797-1874) 

 



The words of Gerrit Smith show how the whole political division in the American Civil War 

could be bridged by just one person preaching ‘love’ – for as much as Gerrit Smith could 

preach love for the south, one other person could also preach love for Gerrit Smith.  

 

To honorable Gerrit Smith, as a slight token of esteem for his character, admiration for his 

genius and benevolence, affection for his person, and gratitude for his friendship, and as a 

small but most sincere acknowledgement of his pre-eminent services in behalf of the rights 

and liberties of an afflicted, despised and deeply outraged people, by ranking slavery with 

piracy and murder, and by denying it either a legal or Constitutional existence, this volume is 

respectively dedicated, by his faithful and firmly attached friend, Frederick Douglass. 

                                                 My Bondage and My Freedom (1855) Frederick Douglass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greely was scathing of those in the north who criticised his bailing out of Jefferson Davis; 

“Gentlemen,...I arraign you as narrow-minded blockheads, who would like to be useful to a 

great and good cause, but don’t know how. Your attempt to base a great, enduring party on 

the hate and wrath necessarily engendered by a bloody civil war, is as though you should 

plant a colony on an iceberg which had somehow drifted into a tropical ocean.” 

 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, the main guarantor of Davis’s bail was the richest man in America and 

his family later became prominent members of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, 

Birkenhead.  

A number of multimillionaires will eventually come forward to join our adventure, and so 

there is no better place to start with than with the Vanderbilts. 

 

 

Horace Greely, owner of the New York Tribune was 

also a signatory to Davis’s bail bond - another staunch 

Unionist who, in the American Civil War had urged 

‘Forward to Richmond!’  

Greely was a man who perhaps more than any other put 

public pressure on Abraham Lincoln to sign the Slavery 

Emancipation Proclamation Act of September 22nd, 

1862.  

                                                                                               

H                                            Horace Greely (1811-72) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Bondage_and_My_Freedom


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a resident of Hyde Park New York, Frederick Vanderbilt was a neighbour of the future 

President Franklin D Roosevelt who remembers him as an extremely shy man who avoided 

meeting people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 1891 Frederick W Vanderbilt (1856-1938) 

was enrolled as a member of the Royal Mersey 

Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead, he was the 

grandson of Cornelius Vanderbilt.  

Frederick Vanderbilt was a director of 22 American 

railroads and while working for 61 years in the 

family business, he devoted his spare time to travel 

and yachting. 

 

                        Frederick W Vanderbilt (1856-1938)  

 

William Kissam Vanderbilt (1849-1920) was 

Frederick’s older brother and his association with the 

Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead 

goes back at least to 1886 when he commissioned his 

yacht Alva from Birkenhead resident and Royal 

Mersey Yacht Club member St Clare John Byrne.  

 

 

 

William Kissam Vanderbilt (1849-1920) 

 

Vanderbilt's yacht Alva was sunk in 1892 

and Byrne was commissioned to design a 

replacement, the Valiant at 2148 tons, said 

to be the largest private yacht in the 

world. The Valiant was constructed in 

Birkenhead at Lairds shipyard. The vessel 

had twenty state rooms. 

The Valiant – the largest and most 

sumptuous private yacht in the world.  

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Birkenhead


Jules Verne was certainly aware of the Vanderbilt’s presence in Birkenhead. In 1895 he 

wrote the novel The Floating Island and set it in Birkenhead, Verne describes the town as one 

of millionaires - a Vanderbiltian city. As late as 1938 two members of the Vanderbilt family 

were still registered as members of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead. 

After being successfully bailed out of prison, Jefferson Davis went briefly to live in Canada 

and on May 30th, 1867, Davis arrived in Niagara Falls for a visit with the many ex 

Confederates living in the area including James M Mason, the former representative of the 

Confederacy in England.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By this time a large community of ex Confederates had grown up in Liverpool, they included 

James Dunwoody Bulloch, the Confederate spy and procurer of the CSS Alabama and his 

half-brother, Irvine Bulloch, a former officer on the CSS Alabama and chief navigator of the 

CSS Shenandoah.  

Also resident in Liverpool were Captain James Waddell of the CSS Shenandoah and Captain 

John Maffitt of the CSS Florida.  

The Adriatic docked in Liverpool on 4 August 1868 

at 11p.m. and despite the late time, Davis and his 

family were greeted by an enthusiastic crowd of 

supporters, including Charles Prioleau, Liverpool’s 

former banker to the Confederacy, Prioleau then 

took the Davis family to stay at the Adelphi Hotel.  

 

 

 

The Adriatic at Liverpool (c1871) 
  

Jefferson Davis’s residency in Canada did not last 

long, he wanted better schooling for his children and 

a better paid job amongst old friends and associates – 

there was only one solution – on the 28th July 1868, 

Jefferson Davis and his family boarded the Adriatic 

at Quebec and set sail for Liverpool.  

 

The children of Jefferson Davis. From left to right, 

Jefferson Davis Junior, Margaret Davis, Varina 

Ann (Winnie) Davis and William Davis c1866.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

In her Memoirs, Varina Davis writes; 

The quiet of my outing was broken by my little William being very ill with typhoid fever at 

Waterloo, where he and his brother were at school, and then I learned to love the English 

people and acquired a sense of home among them. Every kindness that good hearts and 

sound heads could devise was showered upon us during our long and dreary period of 

nursing and hopelessness. It is not too late to express sincere gratitude, for we never forgot to 

be thankful to our English cousins.  

Jefferson and Varina Davis are reported to have spent Christmas Eve 1868 with Reverend 

Francis Tremlett at Belsize Park London. Jefferson Davis returned alone to the United States 

as his relationship with Varina grew more distant. On April 23rd 1870, Varina's sister 

Margaret Howell married Charles Stoess, the Bavarian Consulate in Liverpool. The 

ceremony was carried out by the Reverend Francis Tremlett.  

Jefferson Davis arrived back in Liverpool, on 31 Aug 1870, where he stayed with his new 

brother-in-Law. By this time Charles Stoess and Charles K Prioleau had together become co-

directors of the Prince of Wales Theatre in Liverpool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Davies later travelled to Dublin in partnership with James 

Dunwoody Bulloch to raise trade for a cotton brokerage 

business – the attempt at setting up a business together 

failed. All this time, the Davis boys, Jeff Junior, and William 

had remained in school at 9 Waterloo Road in Crosby, 

Liverpool. Varina Davis maintained a house in London.                                                                                                                                      

9 Waterloo Road Crosby the Liverpool school of Jeff 

Junior and William Davis.  
 

Jefferson Davis entrusted the care of his children 

with James and Harriot Bulloch in the small 

village of Waterloo, just four miles north of 

Liverpool and for a brief time Jefferson Davis’s 

whereabouts become unknown. His pocket diary 

records that both he and Varina were in Waterloo 

on 11 Sept 1868.  

2 Marine Terrace Waterloo, the home of 

James and Harriet Dunwoody Bulloch.  
 

 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/entityvote?doc=Perseus:text:2001.05.0038:chapter=74&auth=tgn,7013137&n=1&type=place


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 6th 1889, Jefferson Davis fell ill on a steamboat in New Orleans, doctors came 

aboard and diagnosed acute bronchitis complicated by malaria. Davis took a turn for the 

worse in early December and died on December 6, 1889, he is buried at Hollywood Cemetery 

in Richmond, Virginia. 

In a letter to Varina Davis dated December 7th, 1889, Jefferson Davis’s great friend, James 

Dunwoody Bulloch, the brainchild behind the CSS Alabama and the man who Davis had 

once bequeathed the good care of his children, wrote; 

at some future day an impartial historian will tell the story of those troubling years, 1861 

to’65, and Mr Davis’ name will then be found grouped with those who have made great 

sacrifices for conscience sake, and have devoted every faculty earnestly, unselfishly, to their 

country’s service. 

This conviction must be your hope, though its fruition may be long delayed, and it should be 

your consolation also. 

 

Still seeking employment, Jefferson Davis was to cross 

the Atlantic on at least three more occasions between 1874 

and 1881. At one point he moved into the home of his 

sister-in-law Margaret Stoess, most probably at 157 Upper 

Parliament Street, Liverpool.  Jefferson Davis tried to gain 

employment with Liverpool’s Royal Insurance Company, 

however the company directors were concerned that his 

employment would hit trade in the north of the United 

States, and he received the same rejections in Liverpool 

that he had received in London.                                                          

Royal Insurance Advertisement c1900 

 

 

Jefferson Davies also visited Paris on at least two more 

occasions to visit his daughter Winnie. By the mid 

1880’s, he had returned permanently to the United 

States and although remaining an unreconstructed 

Confederate (and saying so in his memoirs), Davis 

began to encourage reconciliation with the north, 

telling Southerners to be loyal to the Union.                             

                                                                                           

JJefferson Davis in 1885.  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollywood_Cemetery_(Richmond,_Virginia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond,_Virginia


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varina Davis died at the age of 80 on October 16th, 1906, she was a great symbol of 

reconciliation between the North and South and this was re-enacted at her funeral. An honour 

guard of Union soldiers and Confederate veterans marched together in the procession, her 

coffin was draped in the Confederate flag and President Theodore Roosevelt sent flowers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varina Davis, like many of her contemporaries, had 

family on both sides of the divide in the American 

Civil War and had unconventional views for the wife 

of a southern politician.  

She did not support the Confederacy’s position on 

slavery and was ambivalent about the American Civil 

War. Varina Davis moved to New York in 1891 and 

wrote regular newspaper columns for the New York 

World. She spent her later years attempting to 

reconcile prominent figures from the north and south.                       

V                                             Varina Davis in 1900.  

 

 

 

 

Davis became great friends with Julia Grant, the widow 

and former first lady of General Ulysses S Grant and the 

two often took carriage rides around New York together, 

Varina Davis attended the 1897 dedication of Grant’s 

tomb.  

 

 

                                                                                                     

Julia Grant (1826-1902) 

The U.S. Army military band played Confederate anthems, 

such as Dixie and The Bonnie Blue Flag. The songs were 

chosen by General Frederick Dent Grant, the son of Ulysses 

and Julia Grant. Varina Davis was buried in Richmond, 

Virginia. 

Varina Davis was survived by her daughter Margaret Davis 

Hayes.  Mrs Hayes of Colorado Springs, together with the 

young Jeff Davis Junior, will return to our story.                                                                                                          

M                                                                                                     

M        Margaret Howell Jefferson Davis Hayes (1855-1909) 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

– Jules Verne’s Lake Grant – 

-Towards Reconciliation- 

General Ulysses S Grant and Birkenhead’s 

Role in the Founding of the United Nations. 

    

              Ulysses S Grant (1822 1885) 

               
               



                                                        The Alabama Claims  

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the time Ulysses S Grant assumed the Presidency in 1869, diplomatic relations between 

the United States and Great Britain were still at an all-time low due to the activities of British 

‘pirates’ during the American Civil War – most notably the Birkenhead built CSS Alabama. 

America demanded compensation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Seward had recently negotiated the purchase of Alaska from the Russian empire for 

$7.2 million and it was generally accepted that the so called ‘Alabama Claims’ if measured in 

purely financial terms, would be far in excess of this figure.  

As President of the United States between 1869 and 1877, President Ulysses S Grant was 

entrusted with settling the ‘Alabama Claims’. 

In 1871 Hamilton Fish, President Grant’s new Secretary of State worked with British 

representative Sir John Rose to form a commission in Washington comprising of six 

members of the British Empire and six members from the United States.  

 

In Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island, the naming of Lake 

Grant after Ulysses S Grant, the greatest Unionist General 

of the American Civil War seems little to do with the town 

of Birkenhead. 

 And yet Ulysses S Grant was President of the United 

States between 1869 and 1877 and it can be argued that the 

town of Birkenhead indirectly gave him his greatest foreign 

policy triumph. Grant was also mid-way through his eight-

year presidency when Jules Verne wrote The Mysterious 

Island in 1874.                                                                                                 

Ulysses S Grant (1822-85).  

 

 

                                                                                                    

 

Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts 

demanded  Britain give Canada (then a 

weak assemblage of British colonies) to 

the United States. 

William Seward expected Britain to cede 

British Columbia instead, this prompted 

British Colombia to join the Confederation 

of Canada and so hastening the formation 

of the modern Canada that we know today. 

              Northwest territories in 1873.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sumner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The treaty agreed that an international arbitration tribunal should meet in Geneva, 

Switzerland to agree a financial sum to be paid by Great Britain for the ‘Alabama Claims’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Agreement was reached on 14th September 

1871.  The final award of $15,500,000 to the 

United States formed part of the Treaty of 

Washington and was paid out by Great Britain in 

1872. 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

Cartoon depicting Ulysses S Grant and the 

Alabama Claims (1871). 

 

 

 

The Treaty of Washington was signed on 8th May at the 

State Department and ratified in the U.S. senate on 24th 

May 1871.  

The agreement was signed between the United States 

Government of Ulysses S Grant and the Liverpool born 

Prime Minister of Great Britain, William Ewart 

Gladstone, son of the slave owner John Gladstone.  

Members of the Gladstone family were also prominent 

members of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of 

Tranmere, Birkenhead.                                                                           

W                        William Ewart Gladstone (1809-98) 

                                                                                                        

                                                                                                               

W                         

 

 

The international tribunal met 

in the reception hall of Geneva 

Town Hall and was composed 

of representatives of Britain, 

the United States, Italy, 

Switzerland and Brazil.  

The United States 

representative was Charles 

Francis Adams.  

Alabama Claims Arbitration.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Washington_(1871)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Washington_(1871)


Britain and the United States became perpetual allies after the Treaty of Washington with 

Britain expressing regret over the activities of the CSS Alabama – The Treaty of Washington 

thus heralded the start the ‘special relationship’ between Great Britain and the United States.   

Today the Alabama Rooms in Geneva Town Hall celebrate the fact that an international crisis 

caused by a ‘pirate ship’ from Birkenhead first established the principle of using international 

arbitration to find peaceful solutions to international disputes. 

It is widely accepted that the arbitration of the ‘Alabama Claims’ was a precursor to the 

Hague Convention in 1899, the League of Nations (1920), the World Court and the United 

Nations (1945).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Commemorative Plaque and Ships Model – The Alabama Room, Geneva Town Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The portraits of Captain John Wilnslow and the 

vilified pirate Raphael Semmes look down in 

acknowledgement that in life ‘good things can 

come from bad’ and that includes the two-year 

voyage of the Confederate commerce raider, the 

Birkenhead built CSS Alabama.  

The Alabama Room, Geneva Town Hall.  

 

The Flag of the 

United Nations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The resolving of the ‘Alabama Claims’ was the main foreign policy achievement of Ulysses 

S Grant’s government. In 1877 Grant left office and embarked on a two-year world tour and 

the first place he visited would be the ‘The Iron Coast’ of Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island.  

In May 1877 Ulysses S Grant arrived in Liverpool, he was accompanied by John Russell 

Young, a reporter on Gordon Bennett’s New York Herald.  Gordon Bennett had very close 

connections with the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant wrote to his friend George W Childs on the 19th June 1877; 

 

But what was my surprise to find nearly all the shipping in port at Liverpool decorated with 

flags of all nations, and from the mainmast of each, the flag of the Union most conspicuous. 

The docks were lined with as many of the population that could find standing room, and the 

streets to the hotel where it was understood my party would stop were packed….  

….It has always been my desire to see all jealousies between England and the United States 

abated, and every sore healed. Together they are more powerful for the spread of commerce 

and civilization than all others combined and can do more to remove the causes of war by 

creating mutual interests that would be so much endangered by war.  

There is one final twist to the story of the Alabama 

Room in Geneva, and it involves a sculpture placed in 

front of the portrait of Raphael Semmes entitled 

‘Swords into Ploughshares’. The phrase originates 

from the Book of Isiah. 

He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate 

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares. 

The sculpture may prove to be remarkably prescient in 

the life of the ‘Pirate’ Semmes.  

                                        Swords into Ploughshares.  
 

Thousands lined the banks of the River 

Mersey on 28th May 1877 to welcome 

Grant, and his ship the USS Indiana 

would have sailed within a few hundred 

yards of the lake, which, at least in 

literature, already bore his name.  

                                                                       

Grant’s Departure from Philadelphia 

bound for Liverpool.  

 

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

After Ulysses S Grant ratified the ‘Alabama Claims’, it was agreed that a state of ‘perpetual 

friendship’ would exist between the two seafaring nations of Great Britain and the United 

States.  

The Historian WH Brands went further and stated that the Alabama Claims paved the way 

for…  

    “the most important and enduring alliance in modern world history.” 

 

In the nineteenth century the great town of Birkenhead gave us the first steamship to cross the 

Atlantic, so bringing Great Britain and the United States closer together. In 1858, Birkenhead 

further united Britain with America by financing and partly manufacturing the world’s first 

Atlantic telegraphic cable as well as investing in Brunel’s Great Eastern – arguably the two 

greatest engineering achievements of the nineteenth century.  

 

Birkenhead then drove Britain and America apart by building the CSS Alabama and the Laird 

Rams – only to reunite them again with the 1867 Transatlantic cable.  Finally, as we have 

now seen, in 1873 the town rather inadvertently contributed to the organisation we now know 

as the United Nations.  

Of course, the historical ‘power of Birkenhead’ was already known to the ‘Father of Modern 

Science Fiction’. 

America seems to me only to refresh an old impression, to give starkly and startlingly what is 

going on everywhere, what is indeed as much in evidence in Birkenhead or Milan or London 

or Calcutta, a huge extension of human power.  

                       The Future in America – A Search After Realities.           H.G. Wells (1906).  

 

It would not be until 1908 that Birkenhead could show yet another example of that extension 

of human power and the town’s contribution to universal brotherhood perhaps lies at the heart 

of the very moral Adventure Story that Jules Verne will now bestow upon us.  

 

In a speech in Liverpool, Ulysses S Grant declared that 

Americans and Britons were  

of one kindred, 

one blood, 

one language, 

and one civilization. 

 

President Ulysses S Grant (1822-85) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Towards Reconciliation- 

 

-Birkenhead Unites the Young People of the World- 

 
 

  

Here is the hatchet of war, of enmity, 

of bad feeling, which I now bury in 

Arrowe. 

 

The site of Arrowe Park, Birkenhead. 

-The Falls River- 

 



 

Over 60 years after the end of the American Civil War, on August 12th, 1929, in a muddy 

field at Arrowe Park, Birkenhead (the setting of the Falls River on Jules Verne’s Mysterious 

Island) a seventy-two-year-old man literally buried a hatchet in the ground in front of 30,000 

people. He went on to say these words. 

   

Here is the hatchet of war, of enmity, of bad feeling, which I now bury in Arrowe. From all 

corners of the world you came to the call of brotherhood and to Arrowe.  

I want you all to go back from here to your countries in different parts of the world with a 

new idea in your minds of having brothers in every country... Go forth from here as 

ambassadors of goodwill and friendship. 

From now on in Scouting the symbol of peace and goodwill is a golden arrow. Carry it fast 

and far, so that all men may know the brotherhood of man. 

 Lord Robert Baden Powell, The World Scout Jamboree Closing Ceremony Birkenhead 

12th August 1929. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Muddy Field on the Falls River 

 

  The Coming-of-Age Scout Jamboree of 1929 celebrated 

21 years since Lord Baden Powell had publicly 

inaugurated the Boy Scout Movement in Birkenhead on 

January 24th, 1908.  

 

 

 

Robert Baden Powell (1857 -1941) 

 

 

Baden Powell had returned to Birkenhead on April 25th, 

1910, to unveil a plaque to the town where I first mooted the 

idea of Scouting.                                                                           

 

 

Baden Powell’s plaque at Birkenhead YMCA on 

Whetstone Lane.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To this day, the 1929 Birkenhead Scout Jamboree, with its 50,000 participants is still the 

largest Scout Jamboree ever held. This is quite fitting to our story, as courtesy of the great 

Jules Verne, we will now follow the trail of a boy scout adventure – combining many of the 

storylines of Indiana Jones with a very real Captain Nemo.  

 

 

The reader at this point may wish to decide who is driving our adventure – is it an accepted 

genius of a writer, a national icon of France, the second most translated author of all time, the 

father of modern science fiction, a man who unerringly predicted manned space flight to the 

moon … or a retired geography teacher from Birkenhead?  

 

Jules Verne was a major influence on both Steven Spielberg and George Lucas and so it is to 

be expected that we are now about to enter a very real world of secret codes, mysterious 

caves, strange inscriptions, a broken tablet, a map hidden in Birkenhead, a booby-trapped 

archaeological site, pirates, dinosaurs, and a dose of bad taste that will do Abraham Lincoln’s 

risqué sense of humour proud.  

 

So, as we look to decipher the secret code that Jules Verne hid in Dakkar’s Grotto on Hilbre 

Island (the last resting place of Captain Nemo and the Nautilus) let us think of two people 

who were once boy scouts, one in real life and one in fiction.  

 

We can now all share their wondrous sense of adventure as Jules Verne makes a long overdue 

comeback into our modern world.   

 

 

Like Harriet Beecher Stowe’s citing of 

Liverpool as the ground of those who first 

commenced the struggle for that sacred cause 

(the abolition of slavery), Baden Powell was 

making it clear as to where the beating heart of 

the international scout movement and 

‘brotherhood’ lay – and that was in Birkenhead.  

 

 

Lord Baden Powell with Edward Prince of 

Wales (later King Edward VIII) at Arrowe 

Park, Birkenhead 23rd July 1929.  

Indiana Jones Theme Song [HD] - YouTube 

                                        

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bTpp8PQSog


 

 

 

 

 

 

  Harrison Ford – a Former Boy Scout.              Young Indiana Jones – a Boy Scout.  

 

The key to deciphering the misspelt inscription of Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell in The Lady’s 

Cave on Hilbre Island will be found in the further extended works of Jules Verne. 

 

The Lady’s Cave (Dakkar’s Grotto) inscriptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

The inscriptions together with Cyrus Field’s 1857 cable will bring us directly to our fifth 

novel, partly set around E C Gaskell’s sister in law’s house in New Brighton and James 

Cropper’s house at Dingle Bank. James Cropper – a man whom E.C. Gaskell had already 

praised in coded form in her novel Mary Barton (1849).  

James Cropper of Dingle Bank - our ‘forgotten abolitionist hero’ and a man who perhaps 

more than any other one individual was responsible for the abolition of slavery in 1833.  

 

 

Next on Jules Verne and the Heroes of Birkenhead.  

Part 19.  The secrets of Dakkar’s Grotto Revealed.                                                              

  

  

              J RUSSELL   1855                                    AMORRIS.      EC. GASKILL 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Illustrations for Part 18 

 

Abraham Lincoln threatens War 

with Great Britain Over Events in 

Birkenhead. 
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