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. 2 Jules Verne and the Heroes of Birkenhead

Part 27

Playing the Part of Jup the EnslavedOrangutan in Jules
V e r n eyétariouMlislandis € Raphael Semmes.

By John Lamb

(Former Head of Geography, The Liverpool Blue Coat
School,England).
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One man in his time plays many parts

William Shakespeare.
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There are still other acts of the drama to performed.

Raphael Semmes.



Part 27

Playing the Part of Jup theEnslavedOrangutani n Jul es Ver

Mysterious Islandisé Raphael Semmes.

And there at oncarose, between the Virginia gentleman and the slave boy, that sympathy of
master and servant, which our ruder people of the North find it so impossible to comprehend

Raphael Semme#lemoirs of Service Afloat During the War Between the Sta(@869).

In playingthe role oflJup Raphael Semmes assumes the roleaapduredorangutarmade a
slave by the colonistdules Vernes using humour to giv€emmes lesson irempathy.
Semmes will see that hiew6é ma s t evergliGeabse well-meaningand treahim kindly,
but that is not the poiritheis still a slave

Semmewill alsoswiftly realise that héas no human rights all, this is understandable as
in the guise of Jup, his ma s tudersisnplydo not se¢hatSemmess human.

Jules Verne takebeleadhere fromAbr aham Li

Whenever hear anyone arguing for slavery, | feel a very
strong impulse to see it tried on him personally.

Abraham Lincoln.

Abraham Lincoln (1809-65)

The nat ur e a@fferthd wholéssle staagpter |
of his familyis at odds with the otherwise likeable natur
of the colonistshroughout the noveindis symbolic of
the wider issues involved in tAeansatlantislave trade

The slaughter of the orangutans at Granite House.



For everyAfrican enslavedhere was an untold = 7
story of death and suffering eithgooncapture or =
during the OoMslavelshigas P a ¢
captured Africansravelled across the Atlantic to
the oLand of the Freec¢

Jules Verne would have been aware that t
suppression of the Mi«
owed much to Admiral Joseph Denman of the
Liverpool 6éDingle Grolt

The Brutal Capture of Jup.

JulesV e r nweittiersdescriptionof Jupasa large fellow, six feet talk totally at odds with
the image drawn by his ovartistJules Feratwho, makes Jup the size ofaallchild.

GiventhatJulesF er at was o0 n dlustoaforsadndelsewkespdosidesthe most
intricateof visualcluesasto the Birkenhead identity dflysterious Islangdthis can only be
intentional

Ver neds dasteadhat pfanewlycapiuredAfrican slave being prepared for
auctionat the slave market

The one that was tied up in the large hall of
Granite House was a large fellow, six feet tall,
with anadmirably proportioned body, a large
chest, a head of average size, a facial angle of
sixty five degrees, a rounded cranium, a
prominent nose, a skin cened with a sleek,
gentle and glossy coatin short a well developec
type of anthropomorph.

Jules Verne The Mysterious Island(1874)

The Domestication of Jup.

Theglossy coaanalogy is particularly critical of the profiteering slave markets after the
horrors of the O6Mi ddl e Passageb6.

On arrival in the Americas the enslaved Africans were prepared for sale like animals. They
were washed and shaved, sometimes their skin waktoilmake them appear healthy and
increase their sale price.

International Slavery Museum Liverpool.



Jup has been captured by the colonistsMysterious Islandndafter the indiscriminate
slaughter of his whole family troop, he is sqarn to work for no pay, in other wordse is

madea slavePencroft, thetherwise likeabléJnionist sailoralso6 p| ayedd by Rapha

Semmes, chooses a hame for the orangutan.

As to his name, the sailor asked that he be called Jupiter or Jup for short, in memory of
another ape that he had known.
Mysterious Islandby Jules Verne (1875)

T he ot heatPendrattimaad &nowns of courseRaphael Semmeas Raphael Semmes
will play bothJupand Pencr of t Mysteriodsislarels Ver neds

The choice of the name Jupiter shortened tobyujules Verngalso has specific resonance
to the racism shown Hdyoth Semmes in his memoiesxdby one ofJulesV e r noertheroes

In the 19" century,manyracist attitudes were perpetuated in
popular fiction and it appears that Verne hersjring no one
andtaking asideswipe atone of hisfavourite authas Edgar Aller
Poe (180949) and his 18480vel The Gold Bug

The Gold Bughas been widely criticised for its racist portrayal
African Americans as comic imbeciles with heavily stereotypi
accents and being passive to their own treatpesen after bein
Géemancipated

Edgar Allen Poe (180949)

In these excursions he was usually accompanied by an old negro, called dupiter

€ .conceiving him to be somewhat unsettled in intélect

e .AWell, Jup, 0 sai dowdBhofivwh st yiosirt masmatr t?er
AWhy, to speak de troof, massa, him not so b
ANot well! I am truly sorry to hear it. What
ADar! dRit@sneheér ®@wluai mionf brerotriyn&i ck for al/l
A V egicl, Jupiterbwhy di dndédt you say so at once? | s h
ANo, dadhe eaian tnt défdiant @ds n ouvsht a rwdhnaymindliggotsobe e pi n
berry hebby édbout poor Massa Wi ll .o
AJupiter, I shoul d Yyouédedalkingpabautn der st and what i

The Gold Bugby Edgar Allen Poe (1843)



There are malicious American wrikewho take pleasure in assailing us, as an inferior and
good for nothing race of which it is impossible to make anything.

Frederick Douglass HoteBritanique, Paris.November 19" 1887,

Poebdbs characterisatiisr
in totalcontrastt o t hat of Verr
of Nebin Mysterious Island.

AfCome, Pencroft, o saic
out so bad as athat! Suppose one of these

unfortunate men were here before you, within gc
range of your guns, Yy

The Mysterious Islandy Jules Verne(1874).

Neb andPencroft

Again, the comparisomwith Edgar Allen Poseensé b ey o n d c paiticularly dse n ¢ e 6
Jupiteris alsoshortened to Jup n P 0 e.@udesVieroaevisstentionallylinking back tothe
Gold Bug- anovelwhose majoinfluenceon our adventurés still yet to come.

Edgar Al TheMurdéroiretilesRue Morg@e841) has also been criticised by modern
commentatoEdward White (2020)in using murderous orangutans as a hidden metaphor for
blackslave revoltswritten aghe novelwas inpre-civil war Richmond Virginia.

JUL VERNE Nevertheless, in thegeold spirit of forgivenessjules
4 Verneremainedagreat admirer of Edgar AllelRoe

Jul es DN%¥ movedAd Antarctic Mysteryas written
as a sequel t o EdgaheNawdtivee
of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantuckieanother Poe novel
long criticised for itsegativeportrayal of a black seaman
who invokesa mutiny.

It is interesting to notéhat Jules Verne writebat themain
ship featuredn An Antarctic Mysterys the Halbraneand
he describes it as credit to the shiyards of Birkenhead

Jules Verne- An Antarctic Mystery(1897)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Narrative_of_Arthur_Gordon_Pym_of_Nantucket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Narrative_of_Arthur_Gordon_Pym_of_Nantucket

In Mysterious IslandJup wasin metaphor at leastenslave@in Birkenheagdhewasb f r e e d 6
in Birkenheadandin real life Edgar AllerPoe lived in a place (Richmond Virginia) which is
portrayed by Birkenheaak the very start of the nov€heMysterious Island

Richmond Birkenhead Richmond Birkenhead

Poealsoonce wrote briefly about a character calfddck Birkenhea@ such are the
absurdities and intrusior$ coincidencevheretherealworld andthe surrealvorld collidein
theincredible writingsof Jules Verne.

Jup(played byRaphael Semmes), as one would expestacloserelationship with the
jocular and welmeaningsailor Pencroffalsoplayed byRaphael Semmesg) Mysterious
Island

AA handsome fellow!o said Pencroafltd; tfailfk we
ABut, master said Neb, fAare you serious? Are
AfYes Neb, o replied the engineer. Smiling. B
AAnd | hope he wil!l make an excebuhgeandwills er van

be easy to educate, and we shall not be obliged to use force to subdue him, nor draw his
teeth, as is sogimes done. He will soon grow fond of his masters if they are kind to him.

The Mysterious Islandby Jules Verne(1874).

6 Dr aw h i essdirdcteetetedc® to thes
i nhuman practice of d
to make dentures for affluent white Americans

This isprobablya referencéo the fact thatn
1784 George Washington paid six pouraisd
two shillingsfor nine teeth pulled &m slavegor
his new set of dentures.

George Washingto



