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Did The Heroes of Birkenhead Help Win the
Second World War?
On 20th September 2021, Wirral Council
officially confirmed that Jules Verne set his
1874 novel the Mysterious Island in
Birkenhead.
The evidence provided by Jules Verne is
local to Birkenhead and so the best
confirmation of that evidence is also local
to Birkenhead.

Letter of Confirmation and Endorsement – Wirral Borough Council 20th Sept 2021.

We have also seen that Jules Verne based the character of ‘Herbert’ in Mysterious Island on
the precocious talents of a fifteen-year-old Theodore Roosevelt, the nephew of James
Dunwoody Bulloch, the man who masterminded the CSS Alabama, and by literary
association, the man who masterminded Captain Nemo’s Nautilus.

In the mind of the genius Jules Verne, this does make ‘literary sense’ to combine real events,
real places, and real people, to weave his storyline.

One can only assume that Jules Verne agreed with Corinne Roosevelt that the combination of
great intellect, outstanding leadership skills, and the influence of birthright, meant that even
at the age of fifteen the young Theodore Roosevelt was destined for great things.

Our parents realized fully the unusual quality of their son, they recognized the strength and
power of his character, the focussed and reasoning superiority of his mentality.
Corinne Roosevelt – My Brother Theodore Roosevelt (1921).

One other person agreed with this view, and he shall return at the end of our story.

It also beyond any doubt that Theodore Roosevelt knew about his portrayal of Herbert in the
classic science fiction novel The Mysterious Island, from at least the age of 22 and probably
much earlier.

Theodore Roosevelt Center

Consider this regarding this one sentence from Roosevelt’s letter to his sister Corinne on June
13th 1881.

The Paris location of his letter.
The fact that Theodore Roosevelt had come straight from the Liverpool house of James
Dunwoody Bulloch – procurer of the CSS Alabama / Captain Nemo’s Nautilus.
The reference to the Verne’s.
The mentioning in italics (suggesting this is not the real name) of “Uncle Robinson” the
working title for The Mysterious Island.
The old scotch baronet reference which links directly back to Jules Verne’s ancient and noble
Scottish ancestry.

This is not a coincidence, and Roosevelt’s use of names Puthy Pothle thwaite and “Uncle
Robinson” means the message is a deeply personal one to his own brothers and sisters, who a
decade earlier, had formed their own exclusive Dresden Literary American Club.

If the ‘in’ joke is aimed at Corinne Roosevelt, then she must have known about Roosevelt’s
portrayal as Herbert in Mysterious Island and therefore one must assume so did his brother
Elliott Roosevelt and his elder sister Anna (Bamie). Bamie lived with James Dunwoody
Bulloch for several months in 1870.

Roosevelt Family and Friends 1878.
Theodore Roosevelt (bottom left) with his
future wife Alice Hathaway Lee (back
middle), Elliot Roosevelt (back right) and
sisters Corinne (middle left) and Anna
(Bamie) (middle right) and two other friends.
This may be of the utmost importance to our adventure as Elliott Roosevelt was not only the
father of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, he was also the godfather to the future 32nd President
of the United States, Franklin D Roosevelt.

It is also impossible to conceive that Roosevelt’s parents, the unreconstructed Confederate
Mittie Bulloch and her husband Theodore Roosevelt Senior, whose postal address was ‘The
Executive Mansion’ (now the White House) throughout the American Civil War, did not
know about their son’s role as ‘Herbert’ (Thee R) in The Mysterious Island…

… and Theodore Roosevelt Senior had been the man who took Abraham Lincoln’s church
pew seat when Lincoln was out of town.

As the young Theodore Roosevelt met Jules Verne on that June day in Paris in 1881,
Roosevelt must have been even more pleased that our fifth novel, the ultimate ‘coming of
age’ adventure story, was already being serialized in a children’s magazine.

This time it would feature the Confederate Pirate Raphael Semmes, that most versatile of
‘actors’, playing five parts (one more than in The Mysterious Island), including one animal,
as a foil to Roosevelt’s lead role.

If the work of Jules Verne is indeed part of a secret bond between Britain, France, and the
United States after the settlement of the Alabama Claims then one would expect the coded
references to Jules Verne, Raphael Semmes and Birkenhead to continue well into the
Twentieth Century.
One would also expect these coded references to include both Franklin D Roosevelt and
Winston Churchill.

Brought together by Birkenhead – Franklin D Roosevelt and Winston Churchill.

And this is where the phrase coincidences are the main enemy of the code breaker, but they
do wonders for the imagination comes into play.

It will be up to the reader to decide whether the remainder of our historical story is made up
of a series of ‘random coincidences’ …

…which of course, would fly in the face of absolutely everything that has gone on so far.

Did The Heroes of Birkenhead Help Win the Second World War?

On 31 July 1889 the White Star Liner Adriatic
left New York bound for Liverpool. On board
the ship were James Roosevelt (1828-99), a
prominent New York businessman, his wife
Sara and their seven year old son, Franklin D
Roosevelt.

W

White Star Liner Adriatic.

This was James Roosevelt’s second marriage, and after being widowed, he had met Sara at
the graduation party of the young Theodore Roosevelt in New York, James and Sara married
on 7th October 1880.

James had become a father again at the
relatively advanced age of fifty-four.
Nevertheless, he was an active and attentive
father to his young son, and this was not
Franklin D Roosevelt’s first trip across the
Atlantic to Liverpool.

Franklin D Roosevelt and his Father James
Roosevelt.

James Roosevelt was a member of the ‘Hyde Park’ Branch of the Roosevelt family and had a
large estate on the outskirts of Hyde Park – a small town 80 miles north of New York City.
There was one other large estate next door to the Roosevelts and in May 1895 the land was
purchased by Frederick William Vanderbilt – a member of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club of
Tranmere, Birkenhead.

Hyde Park (Franklin D Roosevelt)

James was a seasoned traveller and
had close links with the Oyster Bay
side of the Roosevelt family who
lived on Long Island, New York.

Oyster Bay (Theodore Roosevelt)

The Hyde Park and the Oyster
Bay Roosevelts.

James had met up with the Oyster Bay Roosevelt’s in Rome in 1869 and was part of the
family group that had witnessed the ten-year-old Theodore Roosevelt kissing the hand of
Pope Pius IX.
As both sides of the Roosevelt family travelled back home together it is quite possible that
James may have met James Dunwoody Bulloch in Liverpool.

By the 1880’s James had formed a close friendship
with Theodore Roosevelt’s brother Elliot
Roosevelt, and their mutual love of hunting had
bridged the 32-year-old age gap between the two
men to such an extent that James asked Elliot to be
the godfather of his son, Franklin D Roosevelt in
1882.

Theodore Roosevelt (left) and Elliott Roosevelt
(right) in hunting outfits.

The voyage on the Adriatic had gone quite smoothly for the Roosevelts, after all they were
seasoned travellers, however on this particular journey things went drastically wrong. The
young Franklin D Roosevelt was struck down by typhoid fever mid-voyage, and typhoid
fever in the 1880’s was a killer.

The seven-year-old Franklin D Roosevelt would convalescence in captain J.G. Cameron’s
cabin until the Adriatic docked at Queenstown, Ireland on August 9th. The Roosevelts were
taken off the Adriatic by a launch provided by their family friend Sir Thomas Ismay.

Ismay was the Chairman of the
White Star Line and lived at
Dawpool, Wirral and was a life
member of the Royal Mersey Yacht
Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead.

Dawpool, Thurstaston, Wirral.

At Queenstown, the family were met on the quayside by Captain Cameron’s cousin, a
physician who would take care of the young Franklin D Roosevelt in his home for several
weeks, during which time Sir Thomas Ismay would send flowers every day.
It is quite possible that James Roosevelt and Franklin D Roosevelt visited Dawpool after one
of their transatlantic journeys and so the 32nd President of the United States may therefore
have already set foot on Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island.

Some sixteen years later on June
7th 1905, Franklin D Roosevelt
would repeat that journey across
the Atlantic to Liverpool, this time
on the White Star Liner Oceanic
and in the company of his bride,
Eleanor Roosevelt, the voyage
would prove quite an emotional
reunion for Franklin D Roosevelt.
White Star Liner Oceanic.

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt were aboard, on their way to England and the Continent for
a delayed honeymoon. Young Mrs. Roosevelt was the favorite niece of the President of the
United States, the daughter of his late younger brother, Elliott Roosevelt; Theodore Roosevelt
himself had given her away at her wedding.

She was only twenty and unusually tall—nearly as tall as her husband—and surprisingly
diffident, with a habit of gazing down at her hands while waiting for others to speak to her.
But there was no question of her social preeminence.

Franklin Roosevelt was not only her husband but the twenty-three-year-old son of the late
James Roosevelt, who had been a frequent passenger aboard the ships of the White Star line
and a good friend of its late founder, Sir Thomas Ismay… Eleanor was seated in the place of
honor at Captain J.G. Cameron’s right.

At Liverpool, their first, brief stop after landing at Queenstown, they were welcomed by
Eleanor's aunt Ella Bulloch, the widow of Irvine Bulloch.
Edward S Grosvenor Roosevelt (2018)

Franklin D Roosevelt had an avid interest in naval history and was to amass a vast collection
of maritime paintings including one of the sinking of the CSS Alabama.

Roosevelt would have been
fascinated to meet the widow of
the man, who had fired the last
shots from the CSS Alabama – the
inspiration we now know for
Captain Nemo’s Nautilus.

The Sinking of the Alabama.
Franklin D Roosevelt Library
New York (1922).

Eleanor Roosevelt would later write of her father Elliott Bulloch and of her grandfather
Theodore Roosevelt Senior.
My father adored his aunt Ella Bulloch, who lived from the time of the Civil War in
Liverpool, England, because two Bulloch brothers had been so successfully active in the
Southern cause that they were not included in the general amnesty and established
themselves in Liverpool. I often think my grandfather, Theodore Roosevelt, who was a
staunch Northerner, must have had some difficulties during those years of the war as he
could not mention it at home, since my grandmother had her mother and half-sister from
Georgia living in the house.
My Day by Eleanor Roosevelt, February 4, 1950

Franklin D Roosevelt was a great admirer of his elder fifth cousin, Theodore Roosevelt, this
was despite the former being a Democrat and the latter being a Republican. Both men would
start their honeymoons by being welcomed by the Bullochs in Liverpool, both men would
become Assistant Secretary of the Navy and both men would go on to become President of
the United States.

On March 17th 1913 Franklin D Roosevelt
was appointed as the Assistant Secretary of
the Navy by President Woodrow Wilson,
so emulating the achievement of his cousin
Theodore some 15 years earlier.

Franklin D Roosevelt - Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (1913-20).

Like his cousin Theodore, Franklin D Roosevelt also sympathized with the Preparedness
Movement which strongly favouring the Allied Powers and called for a military build-up
prior to America’s entry into the first world war.

The Wilson administration initiated an expansion of the
Navy after the sinking of the Liverpool registered RMS
Lusitania by a German submarine, and Roosevelt helped
establish the United States Navy Reserve and
the Council of National Defense.

In April 1917, after Germany declared it would engage
in unrestricted submarine warfare and attacked several
U.S. ships, Congress approved the declaration of war on
Germany.
Army Recruitment Poster 1915.

In July 1918, as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Franklin D Roosevelt was sent by President
Woodrow Wilson on a wartime mission to Europe and it is here that he would meet Winston
Churchill for the first time and it would indeed be Birkenhead that would bring them together
- but perhaps not in the manner we may think.
In order to understand this, we now have to look at the parallel life of Sir Winston Churchill
and how it relates to our story.

Churchill and Birkenhead

Churchill and Roosevelt

Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965)

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill, (1874-1965) was born on 30 November 1874 at his
family's ancestral home, Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire.
His father was Lord Randolph Churchill,
Conservative Member of Parliament and his
mother, Jennie, was the American born
Socialite daughter of Leonard Jerome, a
wealthy American businessman.

Winston Churchill, brother Jack and Jenny
Lady Randolph Churchill (c1884).
Leonard Jerome was a flamboyant stock speculator and known as the ‘King of Wall Street’
he was also the business partner of Cornelius Vanderbilt, a member of the Royal Mersey
Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead.
In 1866 Jerome joined the flamboyant newspaper editor Gordon Bennett on his yacht
Henrietta as it won the first yacht race across the Atlantic. They shared a passion
for yachting, thoroughbred horse racing and helped found the American Jockey Club.
Bennett attended a ball thrown by the Royal Mersey
Yacht Club of Tranmere, Birkenhead with whom Bennett
had a very strong affiliation. Bennett Commissioned
Royal Mersey Yacht Club member St Clare John Byrne to
design his luxurious yacht Namouna and it is on this yacht
that Gordon Bennet entertained both Jennie, Lady
Randolph Churchill and her son Winston.

Gordon Bennett and ‘Nemo’.
Gordon Bennett of the New York Herald, America’s largest circulation newspaper in the 19th
century, is pivotal to the story of the Mysterious Island. Bennett ‘plays’ the character of
Gideon Spilett of the New York Herald in the novel.

In her lifetime, Jennie, Lady Randolph Churchill – a great beauty is said to have had many
lovers and these probably included the American eccentric, and ‘Mad Commodore’ Gordon
Bennett a man who had a known working relationship with the author Jules Verne.

On 6th November 1895 Consuelo
Vanderbilt the daughter of William Kissem
Vanderbilt married the 9th Duke of
Marlborough, the cousin and friend of
Winston Churchill. Conseulo and Winston
were to remain friends for nearly 70 years.
Winston Churchill and Conseulo
Vanderbilt at Blenheim Palace (c1900).

The Vanderbilts of course were close associates of the
Roosevelt’s, however it would not be a Vanderbilt that
would introduce Winston Churchill to Franklin D
Roosevelt it would be a man born in Birkenhead named
F.E. Smith, Lord Birkenhead and by far Winston
Churchill’s closest ever friend.

F.E. Smith. Lord Birkenhead (1872-1930).

In the opening hours of a mission to wartime Europe in July 1918, Franklin Roosevelt, then
thirty-six and working for the Navy Department, looked over a typewritten "Memorandum
For Assistant Secretary" to discover what was in store for him in London. Reading the
schedule's description of his evening engagement for Monday, July 29, Roosevelt learned that
he was "to dine at a function given for the Allied Ministers Prosecuting the War." Hosted by
F. E. Smith, a government minister and good friend of Winston Churchill's, the banquet was
held in the hall of Gray's Inn in London.
Franklin and Winston by Jon Meacham (2016)

“I do not think anyone knew him better
than I did, and he was, after all, my
dearest friend.”
Winston Churchill of Lord Birkenhead.

Churchill and Birkenhead.

Lord Birkenhead, was to die of alcohol addiction in 1930,
but not before he did something befitting of the great Jules
Verne – he would write a science fiction novel about what
the world would be like one hundred years into the future it would be called The World in 2030.

The World in 2030 by The Earl of Birkenhead.

On March 4th 1933, Franklin D Roosevelt was
inaugurated as the 32nd President of the
United States.

The Inauguration of Franklin D Roosevelt.

Roosevelt gave a rousing speech as America was gripped in the worst of the great depression
and he uttered these words.
I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will
address them with a candor and a decision which the present situation of our Nation impels.
This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need
we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great Nation will endure
as it has endured, will revive and will prosper.
So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself–
nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat
into advance.
In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that
understanding and support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I am
convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in these critical days.
President Franklin D Roosevelt Inauguration Speech March 4th 1933.

There is no satisfactory explanation in books or on the internet as to where Roosevelt got the
inspiration for the phrase nothing to fear but fear itself from, and yet the quote can be found
in a book that was in itself the inspiration for both the Jules Verne novels “Uncle Robinson”
and The Mysterious Island.
It comes from perhaps the most famous scene in the book.

‘Thus Fear of Danger is ten thousand Times more terrifying than Danger itself, when
apparent to the eyes; and we find the burden of anxiety greater, by much, than the evil
which we are anxious about.
Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe (1719) Chapter XI Finds Prints of a Man’s Foot in the
Sand.

The origin of the phrase is given even more credence when one examines this letter from
Franklin D Roosevelt to his trusted aide Harry Hopkins.

It is possible that Franklin D Roosevelt was taking inspiration yet again from his cousin
Theodore Roosevelt as the phrase ‘Talk softly but carry a big stick’ is taken from our fifth
novel.
On 14th July 1938, with the ominous threat of war hanging over Europe, Franklin D
Roosevelt gave this speech at a land reclamation scheme which was directly named after our
fifth novel, and in many ways it perhaps sums up the real background to our story and the
importance of the strong relationship between Britain, The United States and France – the
bastions of the ‘Free World’

Every right-thinking man and woman in our country wishes that it were safe for the Nation to
spend less of our national budget on our armed forces. All know that we are faced with a
condition and not a theory—and that that condition is not of our own choosing. Money spent
on armaments does not create permanent income-producing wealth, and about the only
satisfaction we can take out of the present world situation is that the proportion of our
national income that we spend on armaments is only a quarter or a third of the proportion
that most of the other great nations of the world are spending at this time.
We fervently hope for the day when the other leading nations of the world will realize that
their present course must inevitably lead to disaster. We stand ready to meet them, and to
encourage them in any efforts they may make toward a definite reduction in world armament.
The year 1939 would go down in history not only as the year of the two great American
World's Fairs, but would be a year of world-wide rejoicing if it could also mark definite steps
toward permanent world peace. That is the hope and the prayer of the overwhelming number
of men and women and children in all the earth today.
President Franklin D Roosevelt, San Francisco, California -14th July 1938.

On 25th April 1941 Winston Churchill visited Cammell Lairds shipyard in the company of
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s personal representative Mr W.A. Harriman. America had not yet
entered the war.
During World War II Cammell Lairds of Birkenhead built many warships for the Royal
Navy, it was vital for the British war effort and in return the town was mercilessly bombed by
the German Luftwaffe.

Winston Churchill and Mr W.A. Harriman (far right), at Cammell Lairds, Birkenhead.

HMS Prince of Wales
On the 5 August 1941 Winston Churchill crossed the Atlantic for a secret conference with
United States President Franklin D Roosevelt. On 9 August, Churchill arrived in Placentia
Bay, Newfoundland aboard the battleship Prince of Wales.

Roosevelt transferred to the destroyer USS McDougal to
meet Churchill on board Prince of Wales. The first
wartime meeting between Roosevelt and Churchill was
thus on British Sovereign territory forged in the shipyards
of Birkenhead, for like Captain Nemo’s Nautilus the
Prince of Wales was a Lairds built ship.

Winston Churchill and Franklin D Roosevelt on board
the Prince of Wales.
The President and the Prime Minister agreed to compose and make public a document in
which the United States and Britain declared their intention “to ensure life liberty,
independence, and religious freedom, and to preserve the rights of man and justice.”

This document would be called the Atlantic Charter and, when finally ratified by 26 nations
in 1942, would comprise the founding principles of the United Nations. Principles that had
been forged 70 years earlier with the settling of the Alabama Claims concerning the infamous
Birkenhead ‘pirate ship’.

Did President Franklin D Roosevelt and Winston Churchill use
the Secret Pirate Code of the ‘Pirate’ Raphael Semmes?

They loved tobacco, strong drink, history, the sea, battleships, hymns, pageantry, patriotic
poetry, high office, and hearing themselves talk. "Being with them was like sitting between
two lions roaring at the same time," said Mary Soames. With Roosevelt in his naval cape and
Churchill in his service uniforms, they understood the stagecraft of statesmanship.
"There was a good deal of the actor in each," said Mike Reilly, Roosevelt's Secret Service
chief, "and we Secret Service men who had to arrange their exits and their entrances found
we were working for a pair of master showmen who were determined that no scenes would be
stolen by the other."
As boys, Roosevelt and Churchill were obsessive collectors: stamps, birds, books, and naval
prints for Roosevelt, toy soldiers and butterflies for Churchill.
Cousin Theodore's legend fired young Roosevelt's political imagination; Lord Randolph's
career fascinated his son. As children and young men, they read the same books: Edward
Lear's Book of Nonsense, the naval writings of Admiral Thayer Mahan, G. A. Henty's boys'
books about the glories of empire, Kipling's poems and fiction, and Macaulay's history and
essays. They loved Shakespeare, the Sermon on the Mount, and movies-even bad ones.
Franklin and Winston Jon Meacham (2016)
Raphael Semmes in his Memoirs of Service Afloat describes the use of a secret cipher to
communicate with the Secretary of the Confederate navy Stephen Mallory - it is this cipher
and the code word ‘cable’ that will not only lead us to our fifth novel but will also be used to
confess the sins of Raphael Semmes in having an affair with Louisa Tremlett – perhaps his
last confession.
Semmes writes in his ‘Memoirs of a Service Afloat’ (1869).
The Secretary had suggested to me the propriety of
adopting some means of communicating with him, by
cipher, so that, my despatches, if captured by the enemy,
would be unintelligible to him. The following letter in
reply to this suggestion, will explain how this was
arranged:
“I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of ‘Reid’s
English Dictionary,’ a duplicate of which I retain, for the
purpose mentioned in your letter of instructions, of the 7th
instant.
R
Reid’s English Dictionary.

In my communications to the Department, should I have occasion to refer to a word in the
copy sent, I will designate the first column on the page, A, and the second column, B. Thus, if
I wish to use the word ‘prisoner,’ my reference to it would be as follows: 323, B, 15; the first
number referring to the page, the letter to the column, and the second number to the number
of the word from the top of the column.”
By means of this simple, and cheap device, I was enabled, at all times, to keep my dispatches
out of the hands of the enemy, or, in other words, prevent him from interpreting them, when I
had anything of importance to communicate.
Raphael Semmes – Memoirs of Service Afloat During the War Between the States (1869).

Here is the relevant page from Reid’s dictionary.

Page 323, B, 15; ‘Prisoner’

In the same way that I had applied Raphael Semmes’s cipher to our fifth novel and found the
undoubted link of ‘cable’. I knew that if Roosevelt and Churchill had known about the
secret cipher of Raphael Semmes, then like overgrown schoolboys, they would not have been
able to resist using it.

Stephen Sparrow of the FDR Library reveals the codeword that Churchill and Roosevelt
used.
President Theodore Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill scheduled a
secret conference to be held in Casablanca, Morocco in early January, 1943 to determine
overall strategy for the next phase of the war. The conference was given the code name
SYMBOL. The two leaders had become good friends and they shared a certain sense of
humour even in these perilous times.
Paul Sparrow Director of the FDR Library

If Churchill and Roosevelt were using Semmes’s secret cipher, then the word SYMBOL
would have to make a number deeply relevant to both of them… I was astonished, but not
totally surprised by what I found.
SYMBOL can be found on page 404 of Reid’s dictionary, and it is the first word down.

page 404 line 1
404 1
40 41

I could think of no other number out of
the 20,000 numbers that could be
generated by Reid’s dictionary that
could better sum up the growing
relationship between Franklin D
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill
between the years 1940 to 1941.

Letter from Franklin D Roosevelt to
Winston Churchill regarding the use
of the word SYMBOL for the
Casablanca Conference.

Churchill and Roosevelt’s friendship would lead to the D-Day landings of June 6th 1945.

Birkenhead, D-Day and Victory in Europe.

All the tides for the D-Day landings were
computed by Arthur Doodson at Bidston
Observatory on Bidston Hill, Birkenhead (Mount
Franklin in Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island)
partly using Lord Kelvin’s 1872 tide predicting
machine and the Roberts designed machine, built
in 1906. The 53-year-old Doodson was at that
time the world’s leading authority on tidal
prediction.
Lord Kelvin’s Tide Predicting Machine at
Bidston Observatory.
The two machines were put in separate rooms at Bidston Observatory to minimize the chance
of a bomb destroying both. That was a very real possibility. Worry heightened during one of
the Nazi propaganda broadcasts by the infamous “Lord Haw Haw” (the British traitor
William Joyce). He promised that “by morning, Bidston Observatory will be no more.”
Many bombs did fall near the observatory, but both tide-predicting machines survived and
were kept running from early morning to late at night, seven days a week until the end of the
Second World War.
Tide Predicting Machines were critical to the success of the 1944 D-Day Landings, the
largest naval, air and land operation in history.
They provided accurate predictions for
five Normandy beaches used during the
landings – some of which had a tidal
range of six metres. The final date of the
D-Day landings of 6th June 1944, the day
that gave the modern world its freedom,
was decided at Bidston Hill, Birkenhead.
D-Day.

Within nine months of the
D-Day landings, Germany
had been overrun and
Adolf Hitler was dead.

Churchill and V.E. Day.

Franklin D Roosevelt did not live long
enough to witness the final surrender of
Germany on May 8th 1945 having
succumbed to an intracerebral hemorrhage
on April 12th 1945 at Warm Springs Georgia.
Winston Churchill’s celebrations at V.E. Day
were therefore tinged with great sadness at
the death of a friend whom he had so much
in common with – perhaps more than we
previously thought.

The Funeral of Franklin D Roosevelt.

Roosevelt is widely considered to be one of the most important figures in the history of the
United States and one of the most influential figures of the 20th century, not just for his
leadership throughout World War II but from rescuing America from the Great Depression.

There is not enough space here to list the breadth of his achievements but there is no doubt
that he was inspired by his cousin Theodore Roosevelt a generation earlier, and there is no
doubt that his cousin Theodore was inspired by the town of Birkenhead. The true extent of
that inspiration will be found in our fifth novel.

Historians consistently rank Franklin D Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington
as the three greatest presidents, although the order varies. Roosevelt’s record is not a perfect
one, but as one recent commentator said, ‘he saved the world’ and that is no bad epitaph.

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)

President Harry S. Truman called Eleanor Roosevelt
the "First Lady of the World" such were her
achievements before, during and after the Second
World War.

Eleanor Roosevelt in Liverpool (November 1942)

As early as the 1930’s Eleanor
Roosevelt had been particularly
outspoken on the issue of civil rights
for African-Americans and formed a
strong friendship with the civil rights
activist Mary McLeod Bethune.
Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary
McLeod Bethune.

Roosevelt championed the cause of
American workers, the poor, young
people and women during the Great
Depression. She also supported
government-funded programs for artists
and writers.

Roosevelt with Mine Workers (1935).

During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt
encouraged her husband to appoint more women to
federal positions, and she held hundreds of press
conferences for female reporters only at a time
when women were typically barred from White
House press conferences.

Eleanor Roosevelt and an all-Woman Press
Conference 6 th March 1933.

On the rare occasions when she disagreed with her husband’s policies she did not hold back
on making her thoughts known.
Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a newspaper column
entitled “My Day” from December 1935 until
shortly before her death in 1962. She used the
column to give her thoughts on a wide range of
social and political issues.

My Day – Volume III First Lady of the World.

Eleanor Roosevelt was
instrumental in the United
States joining and supporting
the United Nations, she
became its first delegate and
helped draft the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Eleanor Roosevelt
(November 1949).

Eleanor Roosevelt also served on the
board of numerous organizations,
including the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.
She spoke at the 38 th Annual Conference
of the NAACP outside the Lincoln
Memorial in June 1947.
NAACP Conference, Washington 1938.

Eleanor Roosevelt famously resigned from the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
when it barred African American singer Marian
Anderson from performing at its Constitution
Hall in Washington, D.C. – She invited
Anderson to sing for King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth at the White House.
Eleanor Roosevelt presents Marian Anderson
with the Spingarn Medal.
After meeting the young John F. Kennedy, Eleanor Roosevelt gave a televised presentation
that actively supported his 1960 Democrat election campaign. Eleanor Roosevelt’s eldest son
James also actively campaigned for Kennedy.

Eleanor Roosevelt and John F Kennedy

James Roosevelt and John F Kennedy.

Eleanor Roosevelt died at age 78 on
November 7, 1962, in New York City
from tuberculosis and heart failure.
By the time of her death in 1962, Eleanor
Roosevelt was regarded as "one of the most
esteemed women in the world”.

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)

Her funeral was attended by
President Kennedy and former
presidents Harry
Truman and Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The Funeral of Eleanor
Roosevelt – November 10th 1962.

Eleanor Roosevelt was buried next to her husband on the grounds of the Roosevelt
estate in Hyde Park, New York.

In June 2019, I decided to contact the Roosevelts with my findings about
President Theodore Roosevelt and Birkenhead.

I would present the evidence to show that Theodore Roosevelt had been
portrayed in fiction as ‘Herbert’ in Jules Verne’s novel The Mysterious Island.

I could also prove that Theodore Roosevelt knew about his depiction as
‘Herbert’ and that this may have spurred on an exceptional man to become an
even more exceptional President of the United States.

Mysterious Island had given Theodore Roosevelt an even stronger emotional tie
with Britain and this helped him exert even more pressure on President
Woodrow Wilson to intervene in the First World War.

Logic dictated that if Theodore Roosevelt knew about his depiction in literature,
then his cousin, the 32nd President of the United States, Franklin D Roosevelt, a
lover of books and literature, must also have known.

Franklin D Roosevelt too would develop a strong emotional bond to Great
Britain – a bond that with Winston Churchill would be pivotal in winning the
Second World War.

Contacting the Roosevelts.

In the summer of 2019, I decided to contact Mary Roosevelt in California. Mary is the widow
of James Roosevelt, the eldest son of President Franklin D Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt.
James Roosevelt was born in 1907 and died in 1991, a decorated war hero, it was James who
was most often physically and spiritually supporting his father during some of the most
momentous moments in American history.
James as a young boy also knew Theodore Roosevelt personally. This is the most direct
family tree that I could trace down from ‘Herbert’ to the present day.

James Roosevelt
(1907-1991)

James Roosevelt
(1907-91)

Franklin D Roosevelt’s Inauguration, with
Eleanor Roosevelt 1933.

With Edward VIII and Mrs Simpson.

Franklin D Roosevelt’s Inauguration
Ceremony 1933 ‘We have nothing to fear
but fear itself’.

With King George VI and Queen Elizabeth –
Royal visit to USA 1939.

Friend and business partner of Joe Kennedy
and with John F Kennedy in 1935.

War Hero - United States Marines

Declaration of War with Japan December 8th
1941– ‘a day that will go down in infamy’.

Supporting John F Kennedy’s campaign to
become President of the United States.

With Frank Sinatra.

Minimum Wage Bill with handwritten letter
of thanks from JFK.

Civil Rights Act 1964 with Lyndon B Johnson
and Martin Luthur King.

Appointed by Lyndon B Johnson as Delegate
to UNESCO.

For the last three years I have been summarising my findings and presenting them to Mary
Roosevelt and she has maintained a keen interest in my work. I cannot thank her enough for
her words of encouragement.
I know that these findings are as a surprise to her as they have been to me and below are her
thoughts on Theodore Roosevelt.

11th June 2020

Dear John
….appropriately “handled”, you are in the right place at the right time with your
work. The more that you dig the deeper the hole enveloping your cast of characters,
including TR…

…You have produced a mammoth amount of fascinating information, both geographically
and historically. Then there are the fictional connections within it all. Please stay in touch.
Every good wish.
Mary
Mary Roosevelt

(b. Birkenhead, England June 6th 1939).

The Souls of Captain Nemo.

Jefferson Davis

G Washington

James D Bulloch

A Lincoln

William Seward

I Bulloch

Daniel O’Connell

John Laird

M F Maury

F Douglass

Raphael Semmes

W L Garrison

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962)

John Lancaster

John Brown

Victor Hugo

T. Roosevelt Sr.

T. Roosevelt

F.D. Roosevelt

E. Roosevelt

W. Churchill

The Last Soul
of Captain
Nemo

M Bulloch

F Tremlett

C Prioleau

There is only one more soul of Captain Nemo to be revealed.

Next in the Heroes of Birkenhead.
35. The Last Soul of Captain Nemo.

‘W.C’
The Lady’s Cave, Dakkar’s Grotto’ – The Last Resting Place of Captain Nemo and the
Nautilus.

Part 34.
Did The Heroes of Birkenhead Help Win the Second
World War?
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